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One in Him 
By Elizabeth Cheney 


RIEND of my heart, there’s a bridge o’er 
the ocean 

Builded by prayer and a love tried and true, 

Bond that defies all the wild waves’ commo- 


tion, 
For my blessed Saviour is your Saviour, 
too. ~ 


This is the bright star which 1 
This is the strong seal Dea 
undo, 
Miles flow between, but forever and ever 
Your loving Saviour is my Saviour, too. 
o 


us together, 
can never 


God bless you, dear one, whate’er you are 
doing, 
Give you His peace and with courage endue, 
Working or resting, the comfort renewing 
Of knowing my Saviour is your Saviour, 
too, 
(A letter from Mrs. Cheney is quoted 
on page 437 of this issue, telling how she 
came to write this poem.) 


ye 
Singing the Gospel 


People are often saved because of 
singing; and people often sing because 
they are saved. Many an unsaved heart 
has been touched, reached, convicted, 
and delivered because Christian hymns 
were being sung. And many a saved 
heart has voiced the joy of salvation 
“in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs.” A report from a member of the 
Japan Evangelistic Band speaks of a Jap- 
anese man who has been attending the 
Gospel meetings and “is deeply inter- 
ested. His favorite hymns are, “There 
is a fountain filled with blood,’ ‘Come, 
every soul by sin oppressed,’ and ‘Simply 
trusting every day.’” Surely one who 


loves these precious hymns is either al- 
ready saved or soon to be saved! There 
is divine joy in “making melody in your 
heart to the Lord.” ’ 


sa 


Peace Even Today 


Perhaps there has not been less 
true peace in the world for many cen- 
turies than today. While the threatened 
European war has not yet broken out, 
which would probably involve the whole 
world, there are such “wars and rumors 
of wars” that in many parts of the world 
we find “men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth” (Luke 
21:26). China has suffered unspeakably 
from the tragic and brutal “undeclared 
war” of Japan. Is it possible to know 
real peace in such a world? There are 
miracles of peace in human hearts in 
China. Dr. L. Nelson Bell of the Tsing- 
kiangpu General Hospital in Kiangsu 


“ 


Chaos—and the Rock 


our Lord Jesus Christ is presented 

to us in the Scriptures that fits our 
present need more than another, it is 
that of the Rock of Ages. Moses smote 
the rock of Horeb in the Wilderness of 
Sin and there came forth a life-giving 
stream for all the people. ‘A little trickle 
would never have sufficed. It must have 
been an abundance of clear, pure, re- 
freshing water — enough for an army of 
considerably more than a million men, 
women, and children, besides all their 
herds of cattle and sheep (Num. 1:46, 
47). 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. was smitten on 
Calvary outside the city wall, and from 
him flows out to all the millions of the 
faithful a mighty river of grace, — grace 
without measure, grace without ceasing, 
grace for grace,—sufficient, abundant, 
overflowing grace. He is the “rock of 
my salvation” (Psa. 89:26). Furthermore, 
to the believing child of God, he becomes 
the solid rock of foundation. “For other 
foundation can no man lay than that is 


[' THERE is one symbol under which 





As an editorial message to its readers this 
week the Times shares with them a recent 
Prayer Letter from the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, written by John C. Winston, Co-Director. 
This message of reminder. and assurance is so 
simple, straightforward, practical, and thor- 
oughly Scriptural, that the Times believes it 
will bring cheer and steadying to many. 


~ 


. we look back on the year we exclaim 


















































Province, China, reports with his co- 
workers: “The conditions under which 
work was carried on throughout all of 
1938 and the general situation in China . 
were so unusual, so fraught with difficult 
problems and imminent danger, that as 


with thanksgiving of heart and praise 
to Him that truly we have been kept by 
the power of God.” The statement con- 
tinues: “Four simple statements express 
something of what He has been to us 
throughout 1938: 


ABOvE — THE OVERSHADOWING WINGS. 
ARoUND — His GUARDIAN ANGELS. 
UNDERNEATH — THE EVERLASTING 
ARMS 

WITHIN — His PEACE. 


This peace of heart is needed in America 
as well as in China. And all of God’s 
children may have the miracle of His 
Peace Within, no matter what threaten- 
ings and turmoil and attacks there are 
from without. 


laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3: 
11). David in his beautiful personal tes- 
timony says, “He ... set my feet upon 
a rock” (Psa. 40:2): 

In this day of shaky governments, of 
uncertain social institutions, of shifting 
moral standards, when development and 
change are rapidly becoming drift and 
chaos, when the very vaunted forces 
that should serve to establish civilization 
are working for its destruction, it is 
good to be planted firmly on the Rock. 
He is also a rock of refuge and a rock of 
defense, a fortress and a strong tower, 
“the rock that is higher than I” (Psa. 61: 
2). j 

This unshakable undergirding holds 
not only for the individual Christian, but 
for the whole body of born-again ones, 
called the Church. “The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same was made 
the head of the corner” (1 Pet. 2:7). It 
is upon this Rock, not upon poor un- 
stable Peter, that the Church of God 
is builded. Peter himself acknowledges 
this in his first Epistle. And as for his 
supposed succession, what a shaky sup- 
port it has! The president of the first 
Council of Jerusalem was James, not 
Peter (Acts 15). Was Peter ever at 
Rome? Who knows? And which of 
those three popes, living at the same 
time, each of whom claimed apostolic ‘ 
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succession and who mutually excommu- 
nicated one another, had the right to be 
called Peter’s successor? No! Rather 
may we sing with joy born of assurance, 
“On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all 
other ground is sinking sand.” 

In the enchanting valley of the Meuse 
River in Belgium, on the site of the pic- 
turesque old town of Dinant, is to be 
seen a mighty granite rock, towering 
above the broad ribbon of water and 
the houses snugly sheltered at its base. 
Strongly set on its crest, a noble castle 
has for centuries defied the onslaughts 
of man and nature. As I have gazed 
upon it many times, it seems to stand 
for the church of Jesus Christ, impreg- 
nable in its security. “Upon this rock 
{that is, Christ, confessed to be God] I 
will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 
16:18). 
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But there is another aspect of the 
rock, symbol of Christ. The head stone 
of the corner is become “a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offence, even 
to them which stumble at the word, be- 
ing disobedient” (1 Pet. 2:8). It is in- 
deed a sobering thought that the One 
who is a means of salvation to them who 
put their trust in him is at the same 
time a cause of condemnation to all who 
refuse to come to him. This judgment 
aspect of our Lord, presented in the 
Scriptures, becomes more evident as the 
end of the age approaches. Daniel’s in- 
terpretation of the image vision of Nebu- 
chadnezzar shows us that, when God’s 
chosen time comes, the stone cut out 
without hands (Dan. 2:44, 45) shall smite 
the kingdoms of this world, grinding 
them to powder (Matt. 21:44), and it 
shall become a great mountain and fill 
the whole earth (Dan, 2:35). 





(— — 
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Did Christ Take the Sinner’s Place? 


In your March 11 issue, under the Sen- 
tence Summaries of Lesson Truths, I find 
two passages which read: 


“Before sin came into the world God 
had provided the Redeemer who was to 
buy man back to himself.” : 


“Christ, led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
opened not his mouth because he was tak- 
ing our place, and suffering for our sins.” 


I have always had the definition of 

_ atonement as a work which proceeds from 

God and is aimed at man, and purposes 

not to appease God, but to cleanse man 

from sin and restore him to a right re- 
lation to God. 


I cannot find anywhere in the Bible a 
passage which refers to Christ taking our 
place, that is, that God is punishing Christ 
instead of us. Maybe you can enlighten 
me on this—A New Jersey reader. 
Why did Christ die on the cross? Was 

it for his own sins? God forbid! Christ 
“knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21). From all 
eternity he was and is sinless. Yet “the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), and 
Christ died. No one has ever died except 
because of sin—his own sin or that of 
another. And Scripture leaves us in no 
doubt as to why Christ, sinless, received 
the wages of sin. He died for the sins 
of others. He took the sinner’s place. 
God could not be a righteous God unless 
he dealt with sin by the death-penalty, 
the punishment, that sin must receive. 
Therefore he gave his own and only Son 
to bear the sins of the world and receive 
God’s necessary and righteous punish- 
ment for sin; and we read of Christ that 
“his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24). 

Did God’s Son become sinful man’s 
Redeemer in order to “buy man back to 
himself”? Christ himself says he did, 
for he declared that he came “to give his 
life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). 
A ransom is the price paid to redeem; 
to ransom means “to redeem ... by pay- 
' ing a price,” and repeatedly the Scrip- 
tures tell us that Christ died and rose 
again in ‘order to redeem sinners (Gal. 
3:13; 4:5). Peter gives the Good News 
to saved sinners that “ye were not re- 


deemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, ... but with the precious blood 
of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 

In thus buying man back to himself, 
redeeming sinners by becoming their 
Saviour, did Christ really take the place 
of sinners? Is he our Substitute as well 
as our Saviour? This is God’s answer: 
“He was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of ouR peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes WE are healed... 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us ALL... he is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not 
his mouth” (Isa. 53:5-7). And this sav- 
ing substitution comes out in such pas- 
sages as these: “For he [God] hath 
made him [Christ] to be sin for us, who 
[Christ] knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him” 
(2 Cor. 5:21). “Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, BEING MADE A 
CURSE FOR us” (Gal. 3:13). “For Christ 
also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us 
to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). 

It is true, as the New Jersey reader 
says, that by the saving work of Christ 
God is able to “cleanse man from sin and 
restore him to a right relation to God.” 
But this was possible only when man’s 
deserved death-penalty for sin was paid; 
it had to be paid either by man him- 
self or by another. That Other is Christ, 
who paid the penalty, and who thereby 
becomes the Saviour of all who will ac- 
cept this great sacrifice and thus be rec- 
onciled to God (2 Cor. 5:18-20). So Christ 
“made peace through the blood of his 
cross” in order “to reconcile all things 
unto himself.” And Paul writes that all 
thus saved “hath he [Christ] reconciled 
in the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight” (Col. 1: 
20-22). For “when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son” (Rom. 5:10). 

As this reader points out, we should 
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never speak of the substitutionary and 
redemptive work of Christ in behalf of 
lost sinners as something that was done ~ 
“to appease God.” God did not need to 
be appeased; it was God’s own great love 
that “gave histonly begotten Son.” But 
the righteousness of God did have to be 
satisfied — otherwise he would not have 
been a righteous God. He could not 
break his own moral and eternal laws, 
and one of these is that “the wages of 
sin is death.” So in infinite love he gave 
his own Son to receive the death-wage 
that sinners deserved, and thus “the 
righteous sentence of the law” was car- 
ried out, so that, as Dr. Scofield points 
out, “what must else have been a judg- 
ment-seat could righteously be a mercy- 
seat (Heb. 9:11-15; 4:14-16). ... There 
is no thought in propitiation of placating 
a vengeful God, but of doing right by 
His holy law and so making it possible 
for Him righteously to show mercy.” As 
the Westminster Confession of Faith 
declares, with entire  scripturalness: 
“The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedi- 
ence and sacrifice of himself, ... hath 
fully satisfied the justice of his Father 
(Rom. 3:25, 26; Heb. 10:14).” And again: 
“Christ, by his obedience and death, did 
fully discharge the debt of all those that 
are thus justified, and did make a proper, 
real, and full satisfaction to his Father’s 
justice in their behalf” (Rom. 5:8, 9, 18; 
etc.) .” 

So it is that Christ “was delivered for 
our offences, and was raised again for 
our justification,” and that, “Therefore 
being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Rom. 4:25; 5:1). We may well lift up 
our hearts with Paul in thanksgiving 
that we are “not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth” (Rom. 1:16). 


ye 
The Editor's 


California Confeiences 


HE Editor of THe Sunpay ScuHoo. 

Times, Charles G. Trumbull, wel- 
comes the opportunity for conference 
ministry again this summer on the Pa- 
cific Coast, and will be grateful for the 
prayers of readers that God may work 
in power in many lives. The conferences 
will take up the teaching of the Word, 
and many actual experiences of Chris- 
tians, concerning the Victorious Life in 
Christ. The Editor will welcome the 
opportunity of meeting readers of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times, and will appre- 
ciate their passing on the word to others 
about these meetings. 


July 2-9.—Lockeford, Calif. Grace Church, 
the Rev. O. M. Temple, pastor. Meetings Sun- 
day mornings and evenings, and weekday 
evenings .except Tuesday July 4, when the 
meeting will be held in Sacramento, 2.30 P. M., 
Calvary Baptist Church, Sixteenth and I 
Streets; no meeting Saturday. 


July 16-23.—Oakland, Calif. Mission Cove- 
nant Church, 1021 Fallon Street, the Rev. 
Edwin S. Johnson. Meetings Sunday morn- 
ings and evenings, and weekday evenings ex- 
cept Saturday. 


August 13-20.—Long Beach, Calif. First 
Brethren Church, Fifth Street and Cherry Ave- 
nué, Dr. Louis S. Bauman, pastor; the Rev. 
Alan S. Pearce, associate pastor. Meetings 
Sunday mornings and evenings, and week- 
day evenings except Saturday. 
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Where many boys and girls have been made ” wise unto 
salvation’ and “ meet for the master's use”’ 


The Fruit of Eight Seasons in a Summer: Bible’ School 


By Gertrude WT, weace. 
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GREAT, open tent in the middle 
A of a field, flooded with sunshine 
and sweet-scented air, and filled 
with children singing, from the little 
folks on the front rows to the big boys 
and girls on the last, while on the plat- 


- form and scattered through the crowd 


a number of bright-faced young men 
and women teachers. This is the sight 
that greets those traveling along the 
creek road in the village of Canadensis 
on a July morning. 

It is the Canadensis daily summer 
Bible school, in the Pocono Mountains of 
eastern Pennsylvania, a summer resort 
district, but having a large, permanent 
population. Its story is that of eight 
years of prayerful, persistent work, with 
much to discourage and much to encour- 
age along the way, but now showing 
definite fruitage in young lives, and giv- 
ing those concerned the consciousness 
of foundations laid. 


How the School Began 


The school was started in the summer 
of 1931 by the pastor of the Canadensis 
Moravian Church and his wife, the Rev. 
and Mrs. Taylor M. Van Vleck. They 
had heard of the great results of the 
daily Bible school in other places, where 
boys and girls learned in two to four 
weeks of daily attendance more than 
in a whole year of Sunday school. Thus 
the summer Bible schools, with their 
day-after-day Bible and missionary 
study, are a great means of making boys 
and girls “wise unto salvation” and ves- 
sels “meet for the master’s use.” There 
was real need for such a school in Bar- 
rett Township, and the Van Vlecks were 
convinced that God would have them un- 
dertake it. 

It was a work of faith and dependence 
upon God from the beginning, for but 
few in the local church could see the 
necessity for it or give assistance of any 
sort. In addition to this, the Sunday 
school teachers would be busy with sum- 
mer boarders, and there was very little 
money for equipment. But God, who 
calls the things that are not as though 
they were, had all the necessities in 
preparation. A _ distant friend gave 
money for a large tent, such as is used 
in camp meetings, and this, erected in 
the field adjoining the Moravian par- 
sonage, provided an ideal meeting place 
for the Bible school. Two young women 
from Ventnor, N. J., trained in Bible 
institutes and well experienced in sum- 
mer Bible school work, offered their 
services on a faith basis, and were 
boarded free in the pastor’s home. A 
good supply of colored paper for hand- 
work was donated, and a few other 
things were bought with money given 
by interested friends. 

The two Methodist churches in the 
township were invited to send their chil- 
dren, and thus the whole community was 
ministered to from the start. The Meth- 


“I wish we had Bible School all 
summer.” This was what one of the 
girls said last year concerning the 
school described in this article. It 
must have gladdened the hearts of 
the pastor and his wife and the 
young women teachers who have 
labored so devotedly and patiently 
in the school, for doubtless many 
others among the pupils felt the 
same way. Miss Quick’s article will 
be welcomed by many teachers, pas- 
tors, and parents in country districts, 
where it is difficult to find the time 
and the means for schools covering 
a longer period; and her outlines of 
the morning exercises and the course 
of study should prove of value to 
other leaders of summer Bible 
schools 








odist ministers have co-operated in great 
measure, and three of them have been 
teachers in the school. 

After much prayer, and much visit- 
ing in the homes to invite the boys and 
girls to attend, the school opened in Au- 
gust, 1931, for two weeks. There was 
an average attendance of fifty that first 
summer. It was hard for the pupils to 
grasp the idea of a Bible school run as 
systematically as a grade school, where 
they had to pay attention and apply 
themselves, but they soon grew to enjoy 
it, in spite of a troublesome one or two. 


A Pastor’s Testimony 


The second year another teacher was 
added, trained and experienced in Pri- 
mary school work. 

The third year three more trained 
teachers, including the writer, were 
added to care for the growing school, 
and the community was becoming more 
favorably disposed. As the pastor of 
one of the co-operating churches put it, 
“The children in my Sunday school who 
really know something about the Bible 
are those who come to Bible _ school.” 
Moreover, there was evident in the 
school a real spiritual growth, which the 
teachers have seen incréase year by 
year. 

The school continued on a faith basis, 
and still does, with the teachers guar- 
anteed nothing but their expenses and 
a proportion of the funds left over after 
all bills are paid. The past summer of 
1938 there were eight teachers, repre- 
senting five colleges, a seminary, and two 
Bible training schools. Mr. and Mrs. 
Van Vieck themselves do not do any 
teaching. The great work of preparation 
for the school and the daily manage- 
ment of the innumerable details, vital 
to the running of the school, are in- 
cluded in their responsibility. 

The matter of housing the teachers 
is an annual problem, but God has al- 
ways provided through the generosity 
of the local people. Sometimes they 


have offered whole cottages which were 
waiting to be rented. Feeding six or 
eight extra persons is also an item, but 
here again the people have co-operated 
with contributions of fruits, vegetables, 
meats, pies, and cakes, and God has won- 
derfully enabled Mr. and Mrs. Van Vleck 
to cope with all the extra work. 
Transportation is another important 
factor in the success of the school. Dur- 
ing the eight years, the bus of the town- 
ship has been available only five sum- 
mers, because of legal restrictions 
against other than regular school use. 
But transportation must be provided, for 
most of the children live too far to walk 
in hot weather. Private cars have been 
enlisted, therefore, including the pastors’, 
which pick up the children at desig- 
nated places and return them there. 


A Seven-Year Course 


The course of study is, along with the 
teachers, of highest importance in any 
school. The course used in the Cana- 
densis school is one especially prepared 
by Mrs. Van Vleck, who is a graduate 
of Moody Bible Institute. She has plan- 
ned it for two-week schools in country 
sections. This has been a real accom- 
plishment, and, if published, would no 
doubt meet a need in many other country 
places where a two-week school is de- 
sired. This course has been written and 
revised after trial and observation in the 
school. It provides for a seven-year 
course above the Kindergarten and Pri- 
mary, and is arranged as follows: 
1—The seven men of Genesis (Adam 
through Joseph). 

2—The Exodus and Wilderness Wandering 
of the Israelites. 

3—The period of the Judges and the first 
two kings. 

4—The divided kingdom: Judah. 

5 : Israel. 

6—The life of Christ. 

%7—The early Church. 

The course also includes the -memo- 
rization of required Scripture passages, 
questions and answers about the Bible, 
handwork related to the Bible history, 
and a missionary biography with hun- 
dred-word compositions. A simplified 
weekly report card has been prepared 
on which stickers are given in place of 
marks, 

The daily schedule is of interest, and 
also the classroom arrangements. The 
opening exercises are held in the big 
tent, and include an opening hymn, Bible 
choruses and pledge, daily Bible verses, 
prayer, object talk, and additional Gos- 
pel choruses if time permits. Then the 
classes separate and march to their vari- 
ous classrooms: in the tent, in the par- 
sonage close by, under an open-air shel- 
ter on the lawn, in an empty garage 
across the way, and up the road in the 
church. The Kindergarten has its own 
trained teacher and special program of 
Bible stories, verses, songs, and hand- 
work. The other classes commence with 
the boys and girls taking part in prayer 
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and reciting assigned Bible passages. 
Their Bible history and geography are 
taught by various methods adapted to 
the different ages, and expression is 
given in various forms of handwork. 
After recess comes the Bible drill and 
the well-loved missionary story, with five 
minutes left over to practice the class 
hymn. Then all the classes march back 
to the tent for a closing period of song 
under a skillful song leader, and close 
with benediction. 

The past summer of 1938 saw the 
greatest fruitage of all these efforts. It 
saw the teaching staff larger and better 
equipped. It saw an average attendance 
for the two weeks of 133, the children 
even coming gladly through a week of 
rain. It saw the first class ready to 
graduate in one more year, and several 
former pupils happily assisting in the 
younger grades. But more than this, it 
saw an even deeper spiritual interest 
and response on the part of the pupils, 
in regard to both the Bible study 
and the personal application to their 
lives; a better understanding of what it 
means to be a Christian; and a better 
co-operation in general. It saw Bible 
school becoming a more vital part of 
their lives; as one girl put it, “I wish 
we had Bible school all summer.” 

Nor are these results limited to the 
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pupil alone, for last summer saw a great 
increase in the interest and esteem of 
the church people, with the teachers 
warmly welcomed as speakers at all 
three churches. 

The secret of it all is the same as that 
of every true Christian undertaking, as 
through the ages God has worked in re- 
sponse to prayer and faith and obedi- 
ence. God gave the vision of the need 
and the way to meet it, and this Mora- 
vian pastor and his wife were obedient 
to the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Every 
morning during the two weeks the 
teachers have a half-hour of prayer be- 


fore school. The whole year round. 


steadfast prayer is maintained by prayer- 
helpers in the community and in distant 
places as well, and summer by summer 
as the school is in session again, there 
is evidenced a clearer belief on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a building up in the knowl- 
edge of his Word, and more desire to 
serve him. 

Is it worth it, worth all this intensive 
work and prayer for these country boys 
and girls? Yes, for, paraphrasing Paul, 
God has redeemed them, in Christ, whom 
we proclaim, admonishing and teaching 
every one in all wisdom, that we may 
present every one perfect in Christ, and 
it is God who worketh in us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








Where they may find true Christian 
fellowship at lunch time 





An Oasis for Businessmen in Chicago 


By Robert Walker 














nl 
- Pr, 





FRIEND stopped me one day a 
A little over a year ago. “Have you 

been to a Gospel Fellowship lunch- 
eon?” he asked. 

“No, I guess not—at least not con- 
sciously! What is it, and where is it?” 

That led to an invitation, and next 
noon found me seated in a private din- 
ing room on the second floor of a down- 
town hotel. Around me were over 150 
men —yet there was not a trace of the 
bluish haze that usually hangs above 
the tables of every restaurant. I blinked 
incredibly. Could this be true? Yet 
these were all businessmen of Chicago 
—I knew, for some of them I recognized 
as having met in various churches of 
the city. Then there were the chaps 
at my table: on my right my friend, 
an advertising man, across the table a 
lawyer and a doctor, and on my left a 
salesman. 

Even more amazing was the conversa- 
tion. Anyone who has eaten with a 
businessman in the middle of the day 
knows that business alone appears to 
occupy his mind. Yet at our table even 
now the topic was prophecies of the 
Bible, while from other tables I caught 
occasional bits of conversation concern- 
ing mission meetings, evangelistic cam- 
paigns —certainly nothing to do with 
market prices or labor conditions. _ 

“Tell me about it,” I turned to my 
friend. * “This looks like the greatest 
thing I’ve seen in a long time, but just 
what is it—how does it operate?” 


“Fair enough question,” he replied. 
“Here’s the answer. The Gospel Fel- 
lowship is simply a group of Christian 
businessmen from every denomination 
and every sect. We meet here once a 
week for luncheon and—well, fellow- 
ship. We take half an hour for lunch, 
then give half an hour to an inspirational 
talk by some prominent local or visiting 
Christian. Today a college president is 
to speak. Other times we’ve had busi- 
nessmen, preachers, artists, evangelists 
—almost anything you want. There is 
no membership, no fees, and employer 
and employee meet here on equal foot- 
ing. Purpose of the Fellowship Club is 
to provide a place where men who know 
the Lord can eat together and enjoy the 
fellowship that is theirs in Christ Jesus. 
Is that enough... ?” 

“Enough to bring me back next week,” 
I countered. 

But I wasn’t satisfied. How long had 
the Gospel Fellowship Club been in ex- 





The Gospel Fellowship Club of 
Chicago is anxious to assist Chris- 
tian men in other cities to organize 
Fellowship groups. Valuable sug- 
gestions for precedure may be se- 
cured from George Stahmer, Chair- 
man of the Extension Committee, 
whose address is the Stahmer Coal 
Company, 309 W. Jackson Blvd., 
Chicago. 
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istence? Were there such clubs in other 
cities? If not, what a marvelous way 
to bring together Christian businessmen 
and so strengthen their testimony for 
Christ! To find answers to these ques- 
tions I went to Vaughn Shoemaker, 
chairman of the Chicago Gospel Fellow- 
ship Club and chief cartoonist of the 
Chicago Daily News. 

“How did it start?” He laughed. “With 
a luncheon.” 

It was ten years ago that two young 
Christians met one day for lunch. “We’re 
mighty fortunate,” observed one. “There 
must be a good many Christians right 
here in the Loop who are longing for 
this sort of wholesome Christian fellow- 
ship at the middle of the day.” 

‘I believe you’re right, Vaughn, but 
instead, they have to sit in smoke-filled 
restaurants and listen to the talk of the 
world.” 

“That’s true—say, why don’t we do 
something about it?” 

Something was done about it, and 
Vaughn Shoemaker, co-founder, became 
the first chairman of the Chicago Gos- 
pel: Fellowship Club—a position he has 
held ever since. The early meetings of 
the Fellowship were held in a room in 
a local Y. M. C. A. At first the men 
merely met and talked and ate through 
the hour. But even in those early days 
the rule was observed: “No shop talk; 
this is the time to come apart for fel- 
lowship in Christ,” which is, I thought 
to myself, perhaps a reason for God’s 
blessing on the Club. . 

“This is most interesting,” I said. “Cer- 
tainly there must be Christian business- 
men in other cities who would welcome 
the opportunity for such fellowship.” 

“There are,” replied Shoemaker. “In 
fact, just within the past year or so 
Gospel Fellowship Clubs have been or- 
ganized in a number of cities.” 

Now I had one more question and 
George. Stahmer, chairman of the Ex- 
tension Committee furnished the answer. 
It was in 1937 that a citizen of Rockford, 
Ill, first heard of the Chicago Gospel 
Fellowship Club, and caught the vision 
that has been realized in the Gospel Fel- 
lowship Club of Rockford today. Then 
others who had visited or heard of Gos- 
pel Fellowship returned home with the 
idea, until now, besides Rockford, there 
are clubs in Oak Park, Ill, Louisville, 
Ky., Milwaukee, Wis., and Des Moines, 
Iowa, while Christian groups in such 
cities as New York, Cincinnati, Minne- 
apolis, and Moline, IIl., have recently in- 
dicated their desire to launch Fellowship 
Clubs in their cities. 

Success of clubs already in existence 
is intimated in a letter received recently 
from the Club in Louisville, which reads 
in part: “It seems to me that our Club 
is getting stronger as time goes on, and 
it can be said indeed that there are a 
humber of fine, consecrated Christian 
businessmen who are greatly inter- 
ested in this Club. ... We have a splen- 
did fellowship prevalent at our meet- 
ings.” ; 

But I learned that this was only the 
beginning. Not only had the Fellowship 
Club idea spread among businessmen, 
but it had also met with enthusiastic 
acceptance in other areas. First ex- 
pansion of this sort came in 1932 —sev- 
eral years after the beginning of the 
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first Fellowship Club. This time Shoe- 
maker was attending a meeting of artists 
when he was approached by a young 
chap who said, “I’m a Christian artist, 
too.” 

“I’m glad to hear that,” replied he, 
“IT thought I was the only one’ 

“No ... and I know of several more.” 

“Good. Then we ought to get to- 
gether,” said Shoemaker. 

Then into this group one day walked 
a young, energetic preacher, John Herr- 
mann. He too caught the vision, but 
from a different angle.- Now Christian 
Youth League groups flourish on the 
_ campuses of several great mid-western 
universities. Students meet regularly 
for prayer and fellowship. 

At the same time other groups in Chi- 
cago have organized along the same 
lines as the Christian Artists, and now 
these meet on different days throughout 
the week. There is the Western Area 
‘Fellowship Club, the Christian Lawyer’s 
Fellowship Club and two Clubs organ- 
ized within large industrial plants. 
Meanwhile, not to be outdone, the sec- 
retaries of the Chicago Christian busi- 
nessmen now get together as the Chris- 
tian Business Girl’s Fellowship Club, 
while Christian nurses meet daily in sev- 
eral hospitals of the city for prayer and 
fellowship. 

Although ostensibly the Fellowship 
Clubs exist in order that Christians may 
meet for refreshing companionship in 
the middle of the day, yet there is much 
evidence that God is using the ministry 
of these Clubs as a means for saving 
souls. In the Chicago Club alone, many 
of those most active have been saved 
through attending luncheon meetings. 

For instance, there is the insurance 
broker, one of whose clients was a mem- 
ber of the Fellowship Club. In order to 
cultivate good will he was in the habit 
of occasionally taking his client to lunch. 
One day not long ago, as he was about 
to call and extend the invitation, his own 
phone rang. 

“Hello. Oh, yes, Mr. Brown. I was 
just about to call you. . . . Wh&t’s that? 
Gospel Fellowship Club luncheon, Chris- 
tian business men? . . . Why — er —ah, 
you know I’m not a very good Christian. 
. . . But if you say so, of course, I do 
appreciate the invitation.” 

Next week the insurance broker re- 
turned of his own accord. What was it 
these fellows had that he didn’t have? 
He watched and listened,- then as the 
Holy Spirit began to work, it wasn’t long 
before he came under conviction and 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 

Fellowship Clubers invite their busi- 
ness associates and those who are under 
obligation to them. Perhaps out of cour- 
tesy, out of respect, or out of a sense 
of duty, the invitation may be accepted. 
But the unsaved cannot help seeing — 
perhaps longing for — the peculiar spirit 
of fellowship that exists between conse- 
crated Christians. And thus many are 

led to accept Christ. In this way a 
prominent Chicago physician first at- 
tended a Club luncheon. Now he is an 
active worker. 


“But,” I asked, “how is it? You have 
little organization and no developed pub- 
licity, yet your rolls show over 600 active 
members?” 
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“That’s where the Club’s philosophy 
comes in,” explained. Stahmer. “After 
you have brought a man to the Club 
you tell him that since you’ve brought 
him, it’s his duty to bring some one else.” 

Further stimulus to activity is pro- 
vided by the Chicago Club through an 
interesting monthly publication, Gospel 
Fellowship Club News. On its four pages 
are carried néws of activities of mem- 
bers, development of new _ Clubs, 
speakers for the ensuing month, and the 
like. This Club also hands out a lim- 
ited number of invitation leaflets en- 
titled “Only 60 Minutes But...” It 
reads: 


Every single minute counts for so much 
in these busy times. Precious minutes slip 
by so quickly. Life to many is just an un- 
broken round of strenuous business activity. 
Little wonder that many men become tired 
and weary in the struggle. There is a 
limit to what a man can do if he does not 
take “time out” for respite at regular in- 
tervals. 


The purpose of this little booklet is to 
introduce you to a group of business and 
professional men who are finding relaxation, 
stimulation, and a unique type of Christian 
fellowship in an informal luncheon meet- 
ing Ofce a week. 


Coupled with this introduction is a cordial 
invitation to you, personally, to participate 


ixty ¢minutes} that 
joy. 

This group meets each Tuesday noon. 

There are no dues , 


in the most wholesome; 
anyone is privileged to 







bership, and o 
keep the program tact. Tice, WiAsDe 

The best evidencé that this Fellowship is 
meeting a definite need in the lives of men 
is the fact that it has continued uninter- 
Truptedly and grown steadily for more than 
nine years. Lawyers, doctors, business ex- 
ecutives, advertising men, and artists are 
numbered among those who attend regu- 
larly. 

To each meeting is brought a speaker, 
usually an outstanding layman, who comes 
with an inspirational message. You will find 
their testimony both refreshing and helpful. 

Come next Tuesday noon. Give yourself 
a sixty-minute change. You will find it a 
new kind of tonic. And you'll be a stranger 
only once. 

“But that’s just one way to do it,” 
pointed out Stahmer. “We're anxious 
to help other Clubs get started, and often 
see them get the same results differently 
— but it’s results that we’re all after — 
that men who are not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ may meet regularly and 
tell of the saving power of Jesus Christ, 
and that souls may be saved.” 

And I agreed, such results were just 
about enough. 


Oak Park, ILL. 








They Have Not Seen, and Yet— 








UNDER THE SKYLIGHT 


By The Farm Mother 














UCH difficult, sifting times, these 

upon which we are fallen! I have 
just been talking with a young man of 
twenty-four who for months and months 
has been searching in vain for a job. 
For a long time he was hopeful, even 
buoyant, called us older people pessi- 
mists for our view of the present world 
situation. “Why, these things are a chal- 
lenge to young people,” he used to say. 
Now he is bitter and resentful, rebel- 
lious at what he calls the failure of 
democracy. He is a Christian, but his 
faith hardly seems to be functioning; 
hope threatens to give place to despair. 
One’s heart is sore troubled for the likes 
of him, and they are many. 

I am tempted sometimes to sigh wist- 
fully for the same magic power for 
which Matthew Arnold’s “Scholar- 
Gipsy” roamed the world in a futile 
quest. He said: 

The gipsy crew, 
His mates, had arts to rule as they desired 

The workings of men’s brains, 

“But it needs heaven-sent moments for this 

skill.” 

But no. It is only a whimsical, poetic 
fancy. God himself stops short of the 
exercise of that power, waits in long- 
suffering patience for men to see the 
working of his will, even though it be 
but through a glass darkly. 

I am glad, all things considered, that 
I do not live in the age of miracles. I 
speak, of course, of the first-century sort; 
for even as I write “God’s miracle of 
May” is unfolding just outside my win- 
dow, beckoning me to drop everything 
and come out and watch the buds swell 








to bursting and make of what was so 
lately a dull brown prospect a very 
Corot landscape. Dr. Edersheim says, 
with startling insight, that the miracles 
of our Lord were to him often a source 
of pain, a part of his divine humiliation. 
That is surely a cry of pain, “Except ye 
see signs and wonders, ye will not be- 
lieve.” And who can fail to detect the 
sadness of His tone, as He says so gen- 
tly to Thomas, “Reach hither thy finger 
ee | 

I wonder if the Thomas attitude is not 
today considered the scientific approach 
and most commendable. But there is 
the choice inner circle of those thrice- 
blessed ones who, though they have not 
seen, yet have believed. Missionaries 
who labor where Satan’s throne is and 
demons are openly worshiped have often 
to see the structure of years wrecked 
in a day, and young, untried converts 
put to the severe test of waiting in vain 
for God to work a miracie and vindicate 
his power. It is a far greater miracle 
than the one so devoutly desired when 
such can write, “It did not happen so, 
yet we were all kept in peace.” At such 
a testimony there must be rejoicing in 
the presence of the angels of God. Per- 
haps as the shadows deepen, and the 
hour draws near for the return of Him 
who went away to receive for Himself 


a Kingdom, we may find our faith chal- . 


lenged as never before. Perhaps we 
have only a little while in which to 
prove ourselves fit to be enrolled in the 
company of the Lord’s shock troops. 
Ought we not to be much in prayer 
for the rookies? 


zation “to” 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














Testament negative Criticism is de- 

scribed by Professor G. C. Aalders of 
the Free University of Amsterdam. “Of 
the documentary theory, once the glory 
and the pride of Old Testament scholar- 
ship,” he says, “scarcely a trace is left. 
Instead of the once novel discovery of 
Wellhausen that the prophets preceded 
the law, the previous sequence is again 
advocated, first the law and then the 
prophets. 
- “One of my countrymen, Professor de 
Groot of Utrecht, expresses himself thus: 
‘The vessel of literary criticism will have 
to be docked for entire reconstruction, 
before it will be able again to render 
reliable auxiliary service. The repair, 
I fear, will last very long.’ There is no 
exaggeration at all in this statement. In 
rapid succession all solid supports for 
the current Pentateuch analysis have 
been pulled down. Firstly, the founda- 
tion of the analysis itself, the criterion 
of the divine names used in the Penta- 
teuch, has been rooted up by textual 
criticism. It is impossible to rely on the 
names for God as they were handed 
down by the Masoretic text. Even the 
pivot on which the whole documentary 
theory hinges, the date and character 
of Deuteronomy, has given way. More 
than one extreme modernistic scholar 
has completely abandoned the whole of 
the documentary theory. 

“This revolution in the criticism of the 
Pentateuch has cleared the way for 
scholarly research on the part of those 
who accept the divine authority of the 
Scripture. Formerly every scientific en- 
deavor from this side was belittled, with 
the haughty remark that it could not be 
regarded seriously because it did not 
tally with the assured results of criti- 
cism. Now criticism is obliged to ques- 
tion its own results and can hardly sus- 
tain its former attitude.” 


A Modernist on Modernist Seminaries. 
—Dr. Charles Arbuckle is Professor of 
Homiletics in Andover-Newton Semi- 
nary, as well as minister of the Newton 
Centre Baptist Church. Speaking at 
Crozer Seminary lately he expressed his 
astonishment at the unfamiliarity of 
seminary students, as he met them, with 
the Bible. A generation ago Dr. Horr, 
President of Newton Seminary, said 
much the same thing. If improvement 
has not taken place in this interim there 
is no prospect of its ever being made. 
Would it not be well for the faculties 
of Newton and Crozer to resign as a 
body and to turn their task over to men 
who could give future ministers a com- 
petent Bible training? 

“T once met a graduate of a great mod- 
ern seminary,” writes one in the Chris- 
tian Century, “who didn’t know what 
John 3:16 meant!” 

Dr. Arbuckle thinks that the mission- 
ary movement is at a low ebb. Does 


T* collapse of the keystone in Old 


he speak for denominational missions? 
Of faith and fundamentalist mission 
work we can truthfully say that never 


was it stronger, more amply financed, 


more aggressive in pioneering, more suc- 
cessful in conversions. 


Let Us Mlustrate—The China Inland 
Mission has just passed its fiftieth year 
in North America. “Through wars and 
rumors of war in China and elsewhere, 
supplies of willing, consecrated men and 
women, of money, courage, strength, 
physical and spiritual, and all else need- 
ful have never failed.” The Mission has 
a Prayer Union Membership of 4,682, 
meeting regularly in 1,459 prayer cir- 
cles. The mission income in 1938 was 
$632,963.48, of which $197,577.01 was con- 
tributed in the United States. There are 
more than 3,000 Chinese volunteer work- 
ers who abide in their calling and do 
Christian work out of hours. In 1930-31, 
at the height of the Communist attack 
on Chinese missions and of the depres- 
sion at home, more than 200 new mis- 
sionaries were sent out. As a conse- 
quence of this last advance a hundred 
new stations have been opened. 

The income of the Sudan Interior Mis- 
sion was in 1900, $1,452. In 1910 it had 
risen to $13,166; in 1920 to $46,065; in 
1930 to $137,260. In 1937 the Mission 
asked its missionaries to pray for a 
quarter of a million and the gifts of 
the year amounted to $246,000. This 
mission has no financial guarantees but 
the promises of God. During the Great 
War the number of its workers doubled, 
and God more than doubled the income. 
In the seven lean years of the depression 
the force of missionaries was again 
doubled. 

The Oriental Missionary Society has 
an annual budget of $300,000, more than 
half of which is contributed by the 
native churches. “Our more than 100 
stations are established in every prov- 
ince of Japan and Korea, in Manchuria, 
Formosa, and six great provinces of China. 
Bible Training Institutes have been es- 
tablished in Tokyo, Seoul, Shanghai, Peip- 
ing, and Canton, with 300 students 
engaged in Bible study and practical 
evangelism. The nine hundred full-time 
native workers have all gone through 
one of these Bible schools. Two-thirds 
of the churches are self-supporting.” 


De-Bunyanizing the Pilgrim’s Progress. 
—Some years ago an expurgated edition 
of “Pilgrim’s Progress” was published 
in Boston which attempted to remove 
its specifically evangelical content. Now 
it seems, from the “Biography of Bishop 
Paget,” that J. M. Neale, the Anglican 
hymn writer, issued an edition of “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” with explanatory notes. 
“It is wonderful,” wrote Dr. Paget, ‘how 
elaborately he guards you against the 
dangers he sees in unmitigated Bunyan.” 

These operations are typical of the 
attempts made on the right hand and 


on the left to manipulate the evangelical 
church. On the one side are those who 
misuse its properties and institutions for 
Unitarianizing ends; on the other, for 
sacerdotal and clerical purposes. 


The Batanese Islands are the most 
northerly point in the Philippines. Until 
March, 1937, there had been no evan- 
gelical witness there. Then Dr. Paul 
Culley and Mrs. Culley, taking two Fili- 
pino preachers, established permanent 
work. Good reports have been coming 
thence lately, a total of 215 conversions, 
with government officials and school 
teachers friendly. A permit reading, 
“Any place, any time” opens the way 
for preaching at all points. Violence 
and opposition instigated by priests there 
have been, but without much result. Two 
young men from the Batanes’ are now 
studying in the Manila Evangelists’ In- 
stitute preparing for work there later. 


Anticlericalism in Bolivia—An edi- 
torial article in The Bolivian Indian pre- 
dicts trouble ahead for the Church of 
Rome in Bolivia. The government is 
Socialist with the army back of it, and 
an army colonel, unfriendly to Roman- 
ism, is president. The attempt of the 
higher clergy to fill the church appoint- 
ments with friars from Spain and Italy 
is meeting with opposition from govern- 
ment and people, and naturally not the 
least from Bolivian clergy. Church au- 
thorities have been sending out of the 
country all removable wealth, at times 
shipping solid silver out under false 
label. They clearly do this in antici- 
pation of expropriation of church prop- 
erty. 

There was a time when Rome ruled 
Bolivia. Now she is on the defensive 
and probably fighting a losing battle. 


Real Fame 


HE following striking testimony to 

the useful life of an old minister 
was given by “Babe” Ruth, the famous 
baseball player, and quoted in a recent 
issue of the Mount Hermon News, pub- 
lished monthly by the Mount Hermon 
Association of California: 

“Most of the people who have really 
counted in my life were not famous. No- 
body ever heard of them — except those 
who knew and loved them. I knew an old 
minister once. His hair was white, his 
face shone. I have written my name 
on thousands and thousands of baseballs 
in my life. The old minister wrote his 
name on just a few simple hearts. How 
Ienvy him. He was not trying:to please 
his own immortal soul. So fame never 
came to him. 

“I am listed as a famous home-runner, 
yet beside that obscure minister, who 
was so good and so wise, I never got 
to first base.” 
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LESSON 2. JULY 9. JEROBOAM: A Man With a Great Opportunity 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 11: 26-43, printed text, 1 Kings 11: 26-31, 37-40 
Golden Text.—In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.—Prov. 3:6 


* 431 


aanaenneand 


= 














neem te 





an senna 


The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Kings 11:26-31, 37-40 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Kings 11:26 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite 
of Zereda, Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, 
a widow woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king. 

27 And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against 
the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the 
city of David his father. 

28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and 
Solomon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made 
him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph. 

29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out 
of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him 
in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and 
they two were alone in the field: 

30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and 
rent it in twelve pieces: 

31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus 
saith the Lorp, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the king- 
dom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee. 


37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all 
that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. 

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I com- 
mand thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in 
my sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David 
my servant did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure 
house, as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. 

39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. 

40 Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam 
arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was 
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1 Kings 11:26 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite 
of Zeredah, a servant of Solomon, whose mother’s. name was 
Zeruah, a widow, he also lifted up his hand against the king. 
27 And this was the reason why he lifted up his hand against 
the king: Solomon built Millo, and ‘repaired the breach of the 
city of David his father. 28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty 
man of valor; and Solomon saw the young man that he was 
industrious, and he gave him charge over all the “labor of the 
house of Joseph. 29 And it came to pass at that time, when Jero- 
boam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilo- 
nite found him in the way; now Ahijah had clad himself with 
a new garment; and they two were alone in the field. 30 And 
Ahijah laid hold of the new garment that was on him, and rent 
it in twelve pieces. 31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten 
pieces; for thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Behold, I will 
rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give 
ten tribes to thee. 

37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign * according to all 
that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. 38 And it 
shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and 
wilt walk in my ways, and do that which is right in mine eyes, 
to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant 
did; that I will be with thee, and will build thee a sure house, 
as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee. 39 And I 
will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever. 40 Solo- 
mon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam; but Jeroboam arose, and 
fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt 
until the death of Solomon. 

1Heb., closed up. *Heb., burden. *Or, over all. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 








in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


EROBOAM is a striking example of 
a man who came to the front through 
sheer native ability and faithful serv- 

ice, but who, in after years, did not an- 
swer to the promise of his youth. He 
proved himself unable to stand prosper- 
ity, though he had triumphed’ over ad- 
versity in a remarkable way. 

His early history may well excite our 
admiration and our emulation. It should 
be an encouragement to aspiring youth. 
But the story of his reign as ruler over 
the northern kingdom is sadly disap- 
pointing. His name became a synonym 
for rebellion against God of a most fla- 
grant character. Over and over again 
we read in the records of the kings 
of Israel of “Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin.” (See 1 Kings 
15:34, and many related passages.) 

Even as I write, the news has just 
come of the discovery of the tomb of 
Shishak, king of Egypt, with whom Jero- 
boam sought an asylum from the ven- 
geance of Solomon (1 Kings 11:40). 
Thus the archeologist’s spade continues 
to attest the truth of the Scripture rec- 
ords. : 

Jeroboam officially introduced idolatry 
into the ten tribes by setting up golden 
calves for worship at Dan and Bethel (1 
Kings 12:28-30). In connection with this, 
he established a bogus priesthood copied 
after that of the Aaronic line, but with- 
out any divine authority (1 Kings 13: 
33, 34). 
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The Historical Setting 


We do not know just the year that the 
prophet Ahijah informed Jeroboam (a 
young man whom Solomon had made 
foreman over the workmen of the house 
of Joseph, who were rebuilding and re- 
pairing ancient cities at the king’s com- 
mand) that he should one day be ruler 
over ten of the tribes. He led a sedition 
in 9"5 B. C. and reigned until 955 B. C. 
(See chaps. 11 to 14 of 1 Kings.) 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 11: 26—“Solomon’s servant.” 
Jeroboam, son of a widowed mother, 
first comes to notice in the lowly place 
of an artisan working for King Solo- 
mon. He was to turn in later years 
against his benefactor. 


Verse 27.—“The cause that he lifted up 
his hand against the king.” Carefully 
the record traces out the steps that led 
to his becoming a rebel and an adver- 
sary against his sovereign. He attracted 
Solomon’s attention while engaged in 
repairing Millo, in the outskirts of Jeru- 
salem, and Mount Zion, the city of Da- 
vid. 

Verse 28.—“‘A mighty man of valour 

. he was industrious.” Two things 
interested Solomon in him and led to 
his advancement. He was brave, and he 
was active in service. The wise king saw 
in Jeroboam just the man to be a direc- 
tor in his many projects for improving 
the condition of the cities of Palestine; 
so he promoted him to overseership on 
the ground of superior merit. 


Verse 29.—“Ahijah the Shilonite found 


him in the way.” We do not know much 
of Ahijah, though on a later occasion 


he was the bearer of “heavy tidings” to 
this same Jeroboam (14:1-16). Com- 
manded by God, he sought out the young 
man as he was out wearing a new robe. 
How human the torch! How graphic 
the picture! How many a young man 
has gone happily forth to display a new 
suit ! 


Verse 30.—‘Rent it in twelve pieces.” 
Jeroboam undoubtedly was amazed and 
indignant when the prophet caught the 
new garment and ere its owner could in- . 
terfere, tore it into twelve parts. It was 
a symbolic action. 


Verse 31—“Take thee ten pieces.” 
Ahijah handed ten pieces back to Jero- 
boam, retaining two, and then explained 
the reason for his strange and apparently 
ruthless behavior. God himself, as a 
judgment upon Solomon for his wicked- 
ness, declared through his prophet that 
he would give ten tribes to own Jero- 
boam’s leadership, though this was not to 
take place immediately, but it would 
come to pass after the king’s death. 
(Read vs. 32-36.) 


Verse 37.—“‘Thou shalt reign according 
to all that thy soul desireth.” Jeroboam 
was to be left free to follow the bent 
of his own will. What an opportunity 
to glorify God and rule righteously was 
thus thrust upon him! On the other 
hand, how solemn his responsibility and 
how great his danger if he became lifted 
up with pride and actuated by self-will ! 


Verse 38.—“If thou wilt hearken.” En- 
couraged by the promise of divine pro- 
tection and an enduring house if he 
would honor God and walk in obedience 
to his revealed will, there seemed every 
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reason to hope that he would have a 
glorious reign and leave a faithful pos- 
terity to continue his work. But his sub- 
sequent history shows that all such hopes 
were vain. 

Verse 39.—“I will ... afflict the seed 
of David, but not for ever.” Though 
Solomon’s sins had brought down judg- 
ment upon the house of David, calling 
for chastisement in measure, as predicted 


in Psalm 89: 20-37, God could never for-. 


get his covenant that David’s house 
should be established forever, a prom- 
ise fulfilled in Christ (2 Sam. 7:12-16). 

Verse 40.—“Solomon sought therefore 
to kill Jeroboam.” Evidently, the reve- 
lation of Ahijah became blazed abroad, 
and Solomon endeavored to thwart its 
fulfillment. by slaying his ambitious 
young overseer. But the latter fled to 
the protection of Shishak, the robber- 
king of Egypt, and remained with him 
in safety until Solomon’s death. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


It is one thing to start right. It is 
quite another to end well. A good be- 
ginning is tremendously important. But 
continuance in the path of rectitude is 
supremely so — otherwise life may be a 
complete failure. Ahab said, “Let not 
him that girdeth on his harness boast 
himself as he that putteth it off” (1 Kings 
20:11). It was a wise and just remark, 
made by a very foolish and wicked king. 
Jeroboam forgot that the path of obedi- 
ence to God is the path of lasting suc- 
cess. In this he stands in vivid contrast 
to such men as Joseph and Daniel, who 
were exalted from very lowly places to 
positions of great power, but who re- 
mained humble in spirit and walked 
with God, so that they had his approval 
at the end as well as at the beginning 
of their lives. Jeroboam’s sad failure 
in this respect should be a warning to 
all of us regarding the folly of self-will. 
How different the history of the northern 
kingdom of Israel might have been if 
it had not been for his bad example! 


Lesson Outlines 5 
Tue SuccEessFUL LIFE 
A good start (Prov. 1:7) 
A consistent course (Acts 11:23) 
A happy ending (2 Tim. 4:7) 

THE Way OF THE DILIGENT 
Temporal prosperity (Prov. 10:4) 
Favorable recognition (Prov. 11:27). 
Spiritual enrichment (Prov. 13:4) 
Lasting honor (Prov. 22:29) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Ahijah’s Prophecy. It might almost 
appear as though the revelation given by 
the prophet to Jeroboam was responsible 
for the young man’s folly in after years. 
We are told plainly that it was of the 
Lord to raise up adversaries to Solo- 
mon because of his sins; and Jeroboam 
was therefore divinely chosen for this 
very purpose. But we must not forget 
that Ahijah impressed upon him the 
great responsibilities which the office, 
to which he was destined, put upon him 
(1 Kings 11:38). This solemn instruc- 
tion was cast to the winds when the 
overseer became the king of the ten 
tribes. He claimed the office to which 
he was appointed, but he neglected the 
duties that belonged to it. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. July 9.—Jeroboam: A Man with a 
Great Opportunity. ..... 1 Kings 11:26-43 
. July 16.—Rehoboam: A Man Who 
Made a Foolish Choice. 1 Kings 12:1-20. 
July 23.—Asa: A Life of Trust. 
2 Chronicles 14 and 16 
. July 30.—Jehoshaphat: A _ Life of 
Obedience ............ 2 Chronicles 17:1-19 
August 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
- 1 Kings 18:1-46 
. August 13.—Elisha: A Life of Helpful- 
Sp SE eee oe Pee 2 Kings 5:1-27 
August 20.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Community (A social aspect of the 
liquor problem). 
Joel 1:5-7; Daniel 5:1-E, 17, 25-28 
9. August 27.—Uzziah: A King Who For- 
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SE EER Sc Vous. 6c Uke ses. cb 2 Chronicles 26 
10. September 3.—Isaiah: A Life Dedi- 
_  £ Pre verre se Isaiah 6:1-13 








Jeroboam’s Incipient Rebellion. Ahijah 
predicted that Jeroboam was to have his 
kingdom after the death of Solomon, 
when in the days of his son it would 
be turned over to him (1 Kings 11:34, 
35). But evidently the rebellious heart 
of Jeroboam was too impatient to permit 
him to wait quietly for God to under- 
take for him and carry out his own Word 
at the appointed time. He probably at- 
tempted to rouse the people to rebellion 
in the lifetime of Solomon, and for this 
had to flee for his life to the land of 
Egypt, where he found protection in the 
court of Shishak until Solomon’s death 
(1 Kings 11:40). 


False Worship and Imitation Priests. 
Satan often seeks to delude mankind 
by imitating what is of God. Luther 
called the Devil “God’s ape.” We see 
this in Jeroboam’s effort to keep his peo- 
ple together by setting up golden calves 
for their worship in Dan and Bethel (1 
Kings 12:26-30), and by his “whosoever” 
priesthood. He made false priests of the 
lowest of the people, granting recognition 
to ignorant and- vain men, who aspired 
to such office because of the preferment 
it gave them and possibly considered it 
an easy way of making a living (1 Kings 
13:33, 34). With these men the priest- 
hood was but a profession. They had no 
knowledge of God, nor sense of respon- 
sibility to lead his people aright. Noth- 
ing is more abhorrent to Him than such 
wicked presumption on the part of un- 
holy and unregenerate men today who 
attempt to be leaders in spiritual things. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


He who only works when he is 
watched is an unprofitable servant in- 
deed. If we are employed by others, do 
we seek to give them full-time, honest 
service, remembering that the eye of 
God is on us even though we labor un- 
seen by man? 


Jeroboam’s industry brought a sure 
reward. Do we seek recognition without 
giving faithful service? 

One may be scrupulously particular 
as to his behavior in some lines and. very 
careless in others. Are we careful to be 
consistent in all our ways, as those whe 
must give account to God? 


An unholy ambition has been the ruin 
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of many a man, Is it our ambition’ to 
glorify God above all else? 


Are we concerned about continuing in 
the path of integrity, endeavoring to 
act daily in the light of the judgment 
seat of Christ? (2 Cor. 5:9, 10.) 


Jeroboam’s history is a sad picture of 
a youth of great promise whose life 
ended in darkness because he did not 
live for God. Are we seeking to be true 
to the ideals of early days when we first 
dedicated ourselves to the Lord? 


If not born of God we cannot please 
him; therefore the importance of trust- 
ing Christ for ourselves. Have we done 
this? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Adversaries are often found in the 
most unexpected places. Jeroboam had 
been advanced by Solomon, and so 
should have been true to-him. 


It is evident that in the case of Jero- 
boam ability was not accompanied by 
piety. 

When selfish. ambition dominates heart 
and mind, all sense of responsibility and 
gratitude toward benefactors disappears. 

It is evident that in later years Jero- 
boam took advantage of a latent jeal- 
ousy long existing between the tribes of 
Ephraim and Judah. 

While Jeroboam’s conduct was most 
blameworthy, God overruled it for the 
chastising of Solomon because of his own 
sins and backslidings. 

No one can tell how far-reaching may 
be the results of either a good or an evil 
example. 


Jeroboam’s wicked behavior became 
the wretched precedent which nearly all 
of Israel’s kings followed until the As- 
syrian captivity. 

After all, it is remarkable how alike 
were the lives of both Solomon and Jero- 
boam, for both began well and ended 
badly. 

In the ill-treatment he received from 
the young workman he had -appointed 
as an overseer, Solomon was but reaping 
as he himself had sown, for he dishon- 
ored the God who had so graciously ad- 
vanced and gifted him. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


O was Jeroboam? 
2. In what way had Solomon recog- 
nized his talents and industry? 

3. What were the outstanding blemishes 
in Jeroboam’s character? 

4. Who was Ahijah, and what authority 
did he have to declare that Jeroboam should 
become king of the ten tribes? 

5. Why did God permit the raising up of 
adversaries to King Solomon? 

6. To what country did Jeroboam flee, and 
under what monarch did he find protec- 
tion? 

7. If God makes sin to serve him, is he 
then conniving at the sin? 

8. When did Jeroboam return to Pales- 
tine? 


9. What demands did he make upon King 
Rehoboam? 


10. What was the result of the quarrel be- 
tween the two factions? 


Answers to the Questions ~ 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 434 of this issue. 
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Lesson for July 9 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we are such difficult persons! So often we 
know what thou wouldst have us do, and yet 
we are prone to do just the opposite. We 
thank thee that thou hast made thy will so 
plain to us in thy Word, concerning the great 
issues of life. May we have better ears of 
the spirit to hear thy Word, a far more teach- 
able will to walk in thy ways. May we not 
hope for great results apart from great obe- 
dience. May we not turn away from thy will 
to seek opportunities that are not of thee. 
Our Father, we know that the doors that thou 
dost open before us lead to the finest way of 
life for us. Help us to be gladly obedient. 
In thy dear name, Lord Jesus, we pray. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—God’s promises so 
often have the little word “if” set be- 
fore them. So it is in this lesson. God 
promises certain great opportunities to 
Jeroboam — “if’! What’ is the first con- 
dition? Yes, he must listen. And then? 
He must obey. Then? He must do right. 
And then? He must keep God’s laws. 
And after these conditions God will be 
with him. That’s a marvelous privilege 
for anyone. If God be with you who 
can be against you successfully! But 
listen! Will you listen to him? Will 
you walk in his ways? Will you keep on 
doing right? Will you meet these “ifs” 
in your own life? In the strength of our 
Lord Jesus Christ you can. Let us pray. 


LETH 
BE THY WAYS 
“I AM WITH YOU ALWAY” 














w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“It Might Have Been!’—Seeing the 
young man that he was industrious ... 
made him ruler over ... the house of 
Joseph (1 Kings 11:28). “There is only 
one thing better than having a good 
thing — Knowing when you hve it,” is 
a wise crack of one of my brothers. 
Jeroboam ought to have had a sentiment 
like that embroidered in Tyrian purple 
upon Egyptian fine linen and framed 
in Lebanon cedar. Yes, and after the 


order of our grandmothers’ “samplers” 


hung upon his wall over his rug-covered 
divan. 

Jeroboam is not the last promising 
young man who missed his great oppor- 
tunity because of lack of a real religious 
foundation. Industry and ability are two 
conquering virtues. The business, politi- 
cal, and professional worlds, however, 
all have many a wreck because with 
the industry and ability there was ab- 
sent the steadying power of piety. That 
is to say, no matter how smart and 
achieving a man may be, like the engine 
which produces the power, reciprocating 
or turbine, he requires the flywheel of 
religion to insure steady and dependable 
running (John 15:5). 

Every now and then, I have to say to 
the Lady of the Tea Cups, “Mary, what 
a hummin’ success So-and-So would 
have been if he had been a religious 
man.” “Yes,” says her Ladyship, “he 
certainly knew his business and was a 
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hard worker, but alas! he has no prin- 
ciple, and folks are afraid of him.” And 
so old “So-and-So” passes, and his rela- 
tions “turn his picture to the wall,” so 
to speak, by never mentioning him. I 
can put local names in place of “So- 
and-So” right here in Coatesville. So 
can you where you live. Here at Coates- 
ville they sleep over on yonder hillside 
above the Great Valley. 

“Jeroboams” go down through the 
newspapers every day; and pass impov- 
erished and often disgraced in spite of 
ability and many good qualities. When 
on Memorial Day I wander in Fairview 
Cemetery among the markers, I say to 
myself as I stand beside the resting place 
of one and another of old Coatesvillians, 
“What a man he might have been had he 
accepted our invitation to join up with 
Heaven !” i 


Obedience.—If thou wilt hearken... 
and wilt walk in my ways ...I will be 
with thee (v. 38). Last week we read 
that God said to Solomon, “If thou wilt 
waik in my ways, . . . I will lengthen thy 
days” (1 Kings 3:14). Here we find God 
saying much the same thing to Jeroboam. 
Both the “wise” son of David and the 
smart young Governor fell down miser- 
ably in spite of such a promising begin- 
ning (1 Kings 14:14-16). 

As one reads God’s Book and has his 
experiences and views on things about 
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him, he cannot help being struck by the 
fact that God wants only what is good 
for his children. 

But here is what we see: The Operator 
of the mill, the Manager of the store, 
the Mistress in the home have all sorts 
of trouble to get those they employ to do 
exactly what they are told. Before you 


.take exception, just ask some of the 


Bosses about it. 

Well, God has just the same trouble. 
Saul. Jonah. The Twelve. All of us! 
All through the Bible narrative D-I-s- 
O-B-E-D-I-E-N-C-E spells trouble. You can 
step right out of the Book into the affairs 
of men and discover the spelling is still 
the same! (1 Sam. 15:22; Hosea 6:6.) 

For years I have been telling the Iron 
Rose men, “When you have a job take 
special pains to do just what you are 
told to do, asking no questions”; and 
then I illlustrate right here in town with 
the successful men and women they 
know — also with the failures they know. 

There was Miss Gabby Wilson, the 
school marm. When the school directors 
suggested this or that, instead of saying 
with a smile, “Certainly, gentlemen, if 
you ‘have decided this is for the best,” 
she would put up a wordy argument. 
The School Board after awhile got tired 
of the windy resistance, and the next 
year poor Miss Gabby was not reap- 
pointed. No one was more sorry than 
this writer, for she was an extra good 





> Taine THAT wicked {i 
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* As many as fifteen times this phrase occurs in the Bible 
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teacher. It was just a case of more 
tongue than tact. 

On the other hand, the best job ever 
obtained by a Coatesville boy came to 
him because he followed good advice 
and did exactly what his employer told 
him to do. 

God can move you up on the same 
terms. Obedience. 


Lost Opportunity.—Jeroboam .. . fled 
into Egypt (v. 40). The subject of our 
lesson is “Jeroboam: a Man with a Great 
Opportunity.” As you see, this lesson 
winds up where its hero is seen having 
the wonderful “opportunity” of being 
an exile in Egypt and a fugitive from 
an angry king. Solomon and Pharaoh 
could not, at this time, have been on 
friendly terms or Egypt would not have 
been a safe place for Jeroboam. 

A little later, under Asa, an Egyptian 
army came up and Asa, with God’s help, 
administered a great defeat. You read 
all about it in 2 Chronicles, fourteenth 
chapter. It goes like this, “And Asa 
did that which was good and right” (v. 
2). Then the Egyptians came “a thou- 
sand thousand.” Some army that! Now 
listen! “And Asa cried unto the Lord 
his God.” Here is what he said: “Help 
us, O Lord our God; for we rest on thee, 
and in thy name we go against this [our 
big trouble] multitude” (v. 11). Read 
the whole great chapter. 

Remember Israel was divided into two 
kingdoms. Since God was with Asa it 
was not a case of “Divided we fall,” as 
no doubt Egypt’s war party had figured. 
In case you have not gotten it, here is 
the idea I am trying to convey: When 
you are “good and right,” when Jero- 
boams” come in to spoil your “inheri- 
tance” and cause sore trouble, you have 
only to pray Asa’s prayer, as above in 
the preceding paragraph. 

Hamlet says, “Take arms against a sea 
of troubles, and by opposing, end them,” 
but this Corner cries with all its might 
and main, “Take God against a sea of 
troubles, and by resting on Him, end 
them.” 

Jeroboam was not the sort to spend 
his exile in idleness. He was a builder, 
and down in Egypt building was one of 
the things they were great in, judging 
from the remains. So perhaps the title 
is all right from one point of view. Egypt 
was Jeroboam’s great opportunity. 

Many a man’s misfortune has proved 
his great opportunity. Milton’s blind- 
ness. Beethoven’s deafness. Whistler’s 
expulsion from West Point. Edison’s kick 
out from the telegraph office. 

God had a great work for the smart 
Jeroboam, and Egypt was a part of his 
training, but alas! Jeroboam with all his 
ability lacked the Asa-trust in God. 

“The Lord struck him, and he died” 
(2 Chron. 13:20). 

COATESVILLE, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 432) 


1. Jeroboam was an Ephraimite, son of a 
man named Nebat. His mother was a widow 
named Zeruah. 


2. He observed his ability and diligence, 
and promoted him to be an overseer. 


3. Selfish ambition and disregard of the 
will of God. 


4. He was a prophet of the Lord, hence 
divinely commissioned to declare the word 
of God to Jeroboam. 

5. As chastening for his sins. 


6. He fled to Egypt and was protected by 
Shishak. 

7. No. He overrules man’s sins and way- 
wardness in order to work out his own pur- 
poses. 

8. After the death of Solomon. 

9. That the taxation should be reduced. 

10. The separation of Israel into two 
nations, known till the captivities as Israel 
and Judah. 


ys 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 

urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet_expl 

the conditions of this department. The full 1 

of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 

sent for ten cents in stamps. 


are constantly having to ben rejected bv_ the 
editors, whi might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. ,. 

Unnecessary Jewish Research.—I will 
for this afflict the seed of David, but not 
for ever (1 Kings 11:39). “A Jewish Re- 
search department, in twelve sections, 
will form part of the Institute for the 
History of New Germany. It will be 
headed by Wilhelm Grau, and will at- 


tempt to study the ideology of the Jews _ 


with a view to ascertaining the reason 
for their survival as a nation despite 
their lack of a national home” (The 
American Hebrew). We would respect- 
fully inform the Hitlerites and their 
twelve “research” departments that there 
is a well-known book called “The Bible” 
which it will pay them to “research” ex- 
haustively. In that Book they will find 
a verse which reads: “Thus saith the 
Lord; If heaven above can be measured, 
and the foundations of the earth searched 
out beneath, I will also cast off all the 
seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, saith the Lord” (Jer. 31:37). Sec- 
ond, we would suggest that these “re- 
search” departments look a bit more 
deeply into this Book and find another 
verse which it is yet possible God might 
use to illumine their darkened brains. 
It reads, “I will curse him that curseth 
thee.”"—From The Chosen People. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Tragedy of Being a Jew.—I will for this 
afflict the seed of David, but not for ever 
(v. 39). The appalling effect of perse- 
cution upon the Jewish children of-Ger- 
many is illustrated by the following first- 
hand stories: 

At a street corner a little girl did not 
dare to pass by a horse standing with 
its forelegs on the pavement. Her sister 
tried to calm her and said, “Go on, don’t 
be afraid; the horse doesn’t know we 
are Jews.” 

A nine-year-old child neglected itself 
entirely. She did not wash, did not take 
care of herself at all. When remonstrated 
with, she replied: “What does it matter: 
I am only a Jew.”—From The Chosen 
People. Sent by Vera M. Watkins, Bend, 
Oreg. 
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When Guidance Is Not Needed.—In,all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths (Golden Text). Self- 
will is a great hindrance to guidance. 
James E. Bennet, a well-known Chris- 
tian lawyer of New York City, recently 
told of the following conversation he had 
had with a boy in his Sunday school. 
“May I play baseball this afternoon?” 
asked the boy one Sunday morning. 
“Why do you ask me?” replied Mr. Ben- 
net. “Oh, Mother says I can’t.” “Did 
you play yesterday?” “Sure.” “Well, 
what day was that?” “Why, Saturday, 
of course.” “Then why not play today?” 
“Oh,” replied the boy, “today is Sunday.” 
“Yes,” said Mr. Bennet, “but what differ- 
ence does that make?” “Why, it’s Sun- 
day, the Lord’s Day!” “Oh! Well, if it’s 
His day, why do you ask me? Why not 
ask the Lord?” And then the truth came 
out, for the boy answered (perhaps more 
frankly than some older Christians might 
have done): “Oh, I don’t want to do 
that, because I know what He would 
say!” It is not always guidance we 
need, but grace to obey.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Ruth B. Mc- 
Dowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Two Answered Prayers.—In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall di- 
rect thy paths (Golden Text). The family 
decided to get her (a persecuted Chinese 
Christian) out of the home by marrying 
her. She prayed night and day to God 
to undertake for her. She never saw her 
husband till after the wedding, and the 
first thing that she said to him was that 
she was a Christian — a very brave thing 
to do. She might have expected any- 
thing from a heathen husband, but to 
her surprise, he said nothing, but fell on 
his knees and gave thanks to God for 
giving him a Christian wife. For he was 
a Christian, too, though his mother and 
father were heathen. So God answered 
Chinneyeo’s prayer, and through her tes- 
timony many other members of that 
family besides the mother and sisters 
were brought to Christ.—From Young 
People’s Delight. Sent by Miriam Kings- 
bury, Cavendish, Vt. 


When God Directs Death—He shall 
direct thy paths (Golden Text). I do 
not say — and I think we need to be ex- 
ceedingly careful on this point — that 


_ that plan of his necessarily excludes dis- 


aster or even death. James fell under 
Herod’s sword not many months after 
this. Sir Alexander Simpson, a beloved 
Edinburgh doctor, during the Zeppelin 
gloom of the streets was run over by a 
friend’s motor car in the darkness, and 
he was taken to the Royal Infirmary, 
where he had spent thousands of hours. 
He was so sure of God that he had 
printed on the first page of his 1916 
pocket diary (he always printed a text 
on the first page of his medical visiting 
list, changed since his retirement to a 
pocket diary) in firm hands these words: 
‘ an knoweth what is in the darkness [Dan. 
“a knoweth the way that I take [Job 23: 
What a mystery! Who of us today has 
not a vacant chair vacated with the 
same awful suddenness and unintelligi- 
ble mystery? Not until we know as we 
are known shall we learn from what far 
more dreadful spiritual peril we have 
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been delivered by disaster or even sud- 
den death. But we do know that the 
pattern of the plan is this: “All things 
work together for good to them that 
love God” (Rom. 8:28).—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Roger J. 
Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


Importance of Safe Guidance.—He 
shall direct thy paths (Golden Text). 
In our day when men are turning to 
anything for guidance—seances and 
mediums, the ouija board, “house party 
religion,” and tea cup reading, we need 
to heed our Lord’s warning concerning 
“Blind Guides.” Congressman Hobson 
tells the following story: “Mrs. Exe 
stood on a crowded corner, not daring 
to venture among the dangers. ‘May I 
cross the street with you, madam?’ said 
an elderly stranger with a gallant smile. 
‘Oh, thank you,’ she said, «nd he offered 
his arm, and they plunged boldly into 
the wild crush of vehicles. He darted 
erratically this way and that, and at last 
the other side was reached, where with 
some indignation she said: (‘It’s no 
thanks to you that we were not both 


- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories ** 
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killed; one would think you were blind.’ 
‘Madam,’ he replied, ‘I am blind; that’s 
why I asked if I might cross with you.’” 
—From “Windows,” by M’Call Barbour. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Mud balls on the painting 
called ‘“‘The Last Supper.” 

Discussion: What opportunities for a 
successful and happy life is the Lord lay- 
ing wide open for every purposeful, wise, 
and serious thinking fellow today? 

Objective: Seeking first the Kingdom of 
God and his righteousness. 











AY, fellows, it is said that Napoleon’s 

soldiers while billeted in the chapel 
at Milan amused themselves by throw- 
ing mud balls at Leonardo da Vinci’s 
superb painting “The Last Supper.” That 
was a shocking disregard for a great 
masterpiece. By it those ruffians showed 
just how lowbred they were, and how 
incapable of appreciation of the finer 
things. Kings and queens and master 
minds — the world’s great — have bowed 
in awed reverence before that incompa- 
rable work of art. The soldiers tossed 
mud balls at it in wanton revelry. 

Jeroboam was just as bad as that — 
and worse. He spent his life flinging the 
filth of his gross conceptions at the in- 
finite goodness and mercy of God Al- 
mighty. If ever a young man had grace 
and favor shown to him by the Lord it 
was this same Jeroboam, son of Nebat, 
who made Israel to sin. We are amazed 
at his utter stupidity, to say nothing of 
his wickedness. His was a marvelous 
opportunity to honor God and to go in 
and make a great success of his life. He 
was given ten tribes to rule over in su- 
preme power. He was plainly instructed 
by the known messengers of God how 
he should do it. He totally disregarded 
and disobeyed and deliberately led Is- 
rael into such orgies of sin and idolatry 
that his name became a byword in sub- 
sequent history. Not less than fifteen 
times in the record of the Kings is he 
spoken of as “Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
which made Israel to sin.” As a char- 
acter he became a norm in the standards 
of degradation and vice, by which later 
rulers were judged, to the everlasting 
shame of Jeroboam. 

“And I will take thee, and thou shalt 
reign according to all that thy soul de- 
sireth,” said the Lord through the 
prophet Ahijah to Jeroboam, “and [thou] 
shalt be king over Israel. And it shall 
be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and wilt walk in my 
ways, and do that [which] is right in my 
sight, to keep my statutes and my com- 
mandments, as David my servant did; 
that I will be with thee, and build thee 
a sure house, as I built for David, and 
will give Israel unto thee” (1 Kings 11: 
37, 38). 

Jeroboam deliberately turned his back 
upon God and all God’s gracious plans 
for his prosperity and happiness, choos- 
ing the way of disobedience and sin; and 
in thus accomplishing his own defeat he 
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dragged a nation of God’s people down 
with him. 

Fellows, human nature is the same to- 
day, and especially is the inclination 
strong in youth to go counter to the will 
of God. Every fellow has his opportu- 
nity to be a prince with God. You may 
not be rich, or talented, or have influ- 
ential friends. You may have the handi- 
cap of a physically weak body and the 
lack of education; but the Lord is saying 
to you in his Word and in other unmis- 
takable ways, “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things [clothing, food, wealth, 
honor] shall be added unto you” (Matt. 
6:33). Nobody has ever failed to gain 
immensely by following the path God 
marks out. God never breaks a cove- 
nant. Moreover, you cannot outgive 
God; he gives back a hundredfold even 
in this life, and eternal life in the world 
to come (Mark 10:29, 30). 

Fellows, don’t commit the folly of 
throwing mud at the moving, living pic- 
ture of God’s grace. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Put Jeroboam in the picture gallery to- 
day. (See last week’s directions.) 











AST week we studied about Solomon, 
who was the son of a king, and later 
became king himself. Today we are to 
learn about a man, Jeroboam, who was 
the son of a servant of Solomon. He was 
not the son of a king, but he was a very 
bright and industrious young man, very 
capable in business. Solomon the king 
noticed what a fine young man he was, 
and put him in charge of the house of 
Joseph. 

One day Jeroboam was walking out 
on the road from Jerusalem, and he met 
a prophet of God by the name of Ahijah. 
This man took Jeroboam’s new coat and 
tore it into twelve pieces, and told Jero- 
boam that God said he would rend the 
kingdom of Israel out of the hand of 
Solomon and give ten tribes to him. But 
that He would not take it from Solomon 
during his lifetime, but from his son. 

Why was God willing: to let Solomon 
keep the kingdom as long as he lived? 
It was because of David’s faithfulness, 
and God’s promise to him; David was 
Solomon’s father. And God would not 
take all the twelve tribes away. He 
would give ten tribes to Jeroboam, but 
two tribes would still be in the hands 
of Solomon’s son, also because of 
David. 

Why was God going to divide the king- 
dom? Because the people had worshiped 
other gods, the idols of the heathen. 
Even Solomon’s heart had been turned 
away by his heathen wives. 

God gave Jeroboam a_ wonderful 
chance to be a great king. He told him 
he could rule as he pleased, and if he 
would keep God’s commandments, God 
would bless him as he had blessed David, 
and would build him a sure house as he 
had David. That means that God would 
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let his son be a king after him, and so 
on down in his family. 

Solomon heard about this, and so he 
tried to kill Jeroboam, but he fled to 
Egypt and stayed there until Solomon 
died. Then his friends sent for him, and 
he came home, and soon the kingdom 
was divided and he was king over the 
ten tribes as God had promised. 

I wish I could tell you that this young 
man to whom God gave such a great 
position was a good king. But I have 
to tell you a very sad story about him. 
The very first thing he did was to make 
two golden calves, and set up one in 
each end of his country, and command 
Israel to worship them. And Israel did 
it. God sent a prophet to tell him that 
a man would arise who would come and 
take the priests that were offering sacri- 
fices to these golden calves, and would 
burn them on these same altars. Jero- 
boam tried to catch hold of the prophet, 
but his hand withered so he couldn’t 
move it. Then Jeroboam begged the 
prophet to pray for him, that God would 
heal his hand. This was done, and yet 
Jeroboam went on in his wicked way. 

He made the whole nation to sin so 
dreadfully that God determined to drive 
Israel out of their land. And this young 
man who might have been like David is 
never spoken of in God’s Word without 
telling that he was the man who made 
Israel to sin. He is always “Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to 
sin.” 

God is giving every one of you. the 
same chance he gave Jeroboam —to 
serve God and be blessed with all God’s 
blessings. All over the world today, 
there are children and young people who 
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are turning away from God’s command- 
ments and doing their own way, and 
walking in the path of Jeroboam. What 
are you going to do with your life? Are 


‘you going in God’s way, or Jeroboam’s? 


God says, if you will walk in his way, 
“Lo, I am with you alway” (Matt. 28:20). 
That is our Memory Verse. As we print 
it, may we decide to walk with the Lord, 
in his way, for it is the way of joy and 
happiness both now and hereafter. Our 
own way will bring us only sorrow and 
punishment at last, even though it seems 
a good way to us now. 

MopeEsTo, Catir. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To make the girls conscious of 
their opportunities in Christ Jesus. 


Activity.—Discuss material and spiritual 
opportunities. Are material opportunities 
being used to the glory of God, or for 
the benefit of self? Are opportunities 
which result from the Christian life being 
realized and used? How may girls recog- 
nize worthy opportunities? What is the 
danger of neglecting opportunities? What 
are some tangible opportunities which this 
class may use? 


Memory Verse.—“In all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths” (Prov. 3:6). 











ODAY we meet Jeroboam, a man 
who started life in the servant class, 
but whom God lifted up and made to be 
a king. “I will take thee,” said the Lord, 
“and thou shalt reign according to all 
that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king.” 
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A Challenge to You 








STONY BROOK TEACHES THE FOURTH “R’? 


These days of world tumult have turned man 
thinking people back to fundamentals — bot 
in education and in religion. Stony Brook em- 
pha the traditi Three R’s — reading, 

riting, and ’rithmetic—as fundamental to col- 
lege preparation and to life itself. They are 

" tool subjects essential to sending a boy to col- 

lege able to speak, read, and write well, and to ability without character? 


Send for the new Stony Brook catalogue. 
fully. Then write us for advice about your boy's education, 
boy? Or your neighbor's boy? Address 


tony Brook School 


Please mention THz Sunpay ScHoor Times 


Frank E. GakBecein, Lirt.D., Headmaster, Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 


use and develop the vital reasoning powers 
demanded by the study ot mathematics. 
The “‘ Fourth R,”” however, has always been 
Stony Brook’s special contribution. Christian 
ducat an demic education at Stony 
Brook go hand in hand. Without the former, 
what importance has the latter? For what is 
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Girls, that is the kind of God we have. 
Not only could he change the standing 
of Jeroboam 975 years, or so, before 
Christ, but in 1939 he can take girls from 
the sinner class and make them to be- 
come his daughters. Does this help you 
to appreciate 1 Samuel 2:8 and 2 Cor- 
inthians 6:16-18? How may this make 
a difference in your life? Let us save 
our answers until we study what dif- 
ference the change of position made in 
Jeroboam’s life and what he did with his 
opportunities as king. 

The story of Jeroboam marks one of 
the vital turning points in Jewish his- 
tory. Three kings had ruled over the 
entire Hebrew people. Who were these? 
(Saul, David, Solomon.) In this lesson 
we find that the Hebrew nation was di- 
vided into two parts, ten tribes being 
given to Jeroboam, the other two tribes 
remaining with the family of David. 
Why was this division made? See verse 
33 of our lesson text (1 Kings 11). God 
was being neglected by the house of 
David. The people were substituting 
man-made creations as their objects of 
worship. This was hurting the people, 
for when their eyes were turned from 
the living God, their entire outlook on 
life was out of adjustment, and it was 
because God, in his gracious mercy, 
wanted to give his people a new chance 
to worship him that he divided the king- 
dom. He was not, however, transferring 
the seed-line of the coming Messiah to 
another family, for the promise made 
to David would :remain forever (v. 39; 
2 Sam. 7:16). 

When the Lord looked for a leader of 
the ten tribes of Israel, what type of man 
did he select? What early opportunities 
did, Jeroboam have that prepared him for 
this service? 1. He was born into the 
family of a servant of King Solomon 
(v. 26), and he understood some of the 
problems of the king. 2. He was brave 
and industrious. Because of this, King 
Solomon raised him to a position of 
authority and it became his duty to go 
among the Hebrew people in the service 
of the king whom he represented. From 
this position. the Lord lifted Jeroboam 
to the privilege of being a worker “to- 
gether with him” (2 Cor. 6:1). 3. As 
superintendent over the taxes and labors 
of the tribe of Ephraim, Jeroboam began 
to understand the oppression of the peo- 
ple, and to sympathize with their need 
(1 Kings 9:15, 16). 

Now let us turn to the Lord’s contract 
with Jeroboam as He spoke through His 
prophet Ahijah (vs. 29-40). In the first 
place, the prophet gave Jeroboam a con- 
crete object lesson. Then he gave two 
promises from God. 1. Unconditional 
promise (v. 31, 37). “I... will give 
ten tribes to thee.” “Thou ... shalt be 
king.” 2. Conditional promise (v. 38). 
“If thou wilt hearken ...I will be with 
thee, and build thee a sure house.” 

How could a young man ask for a 
brighter outlook for his life than that? 
Opportunity was coming. He was going 
to be king for a certainty. God had said 
it! What was to be his part in the prop- 
osition? It was simple. He was asked 
to study God’s blueprint, the law, and 
to follow the leadings of God’s Spirit. 
All this honor was given, not for Jero- 
hoam’s sake alone, but that through Jero- 
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boam, the Lord might reach the hearts 
of his people (1 Kings 12:24). 

As we look beyond the lesson text 
we see the outcome of Jeroboam’s glori- 
ous, but abandoned, opportunities. 1. 
Jeroboam became afraid that he would 
lose the loyalty of his people (1 Kings 
12:26, 27). He failed to believe that God 
would keep his promise to be with him 
(1 Kings 11:38; Heb. 13:6). 2. Jero- 
boam substituted Egyptian calf-wor- 
ship for worship of Jehovah (1 Kings 
12:28). Associations with unbelievers 
had weakened his faith (1 Kings 12:2; 
1 Cor. 15:33). 3. He chose wrong leaders 
for the corrupt worship which he had 
established for his people (1 Kings 12: 
31; Num. 8:19). 

In spite of the fact that he was re- 
sponsible for the welfare of an entire 
nation, Jeroboam sinned (1 Kings 13:34). 
His sin caused the nation to’sin (1 Kings 
12:30). Sin separates from God (Rom. 
3:23; 1 John 1:6-10). All this happened 
because Jeroboam failed to surrender 
his opportunities to the Lord (Prov. 3: 
5, 6).. 

What are some of the material oppor- 
tunities of the modern girl? (See Ac- 
tivity.) What are some of our spiritual 
opportunities as daughters of the King 
of kings? Discuss the possibilities of the 
following as each item is compared with 
Jeroboam’s experiences. 

1. Opportunity of accepting Christ (2 
Cor. 6:2; John 1:29). Jeroboam accepted 
God’s material offer of kingship, but he 
failed to accept God’s plan for-his life. 

2. Opportunity for worship (1 Thess. 
5:17; 2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 10:25). Jeroboam 
failed to worship God as God had di- 
rected (1 Kings 13:4). 

3. Opportunity to witness for Christ 
(John 1:41, 45, 46). Jeroboam put self 
ahead of the Lord (1 Kings-13: 33). 

4. Opportunity to glorify Christ 
through our lives (Col. 3:1). Jeroboam 
resorted to lying and cheating in order 
to gain his ends (1 Kings 14:2). 

5. Opportunity to meet our coming 
King face to face (1 John 3:2). For the 
want of surrender a kingdom was lost 
(1 Kings 14:15, 16). < 

(The class may select the new word 
for their “Success” or “Failure” chart. 
They may wish to list: “Wasted Oppor- 
tunities” under the heading of “Failure” 
and paste beside it the picture of Jero- 
boam.) 

Next week we shall study about Reho- 
boam, the first king of the other portion 
of divided Israel, the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin. Learn Proverbs 19:20. 

ALpaucH, CaLiF, 
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Concerning the Poem on the 
First Page of This Issue 


RS. CHENEY’S writings have en- 
riched the columns of THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times for many years; probably 
the most widely quoted of her poems, 
which was first published in these 
columns, is the exquisite “Overheard in 
an Orchard,” beginning with the line, 
“Said the robin to the sparrow.” 
When sending the present poem to the 
Times Mrs. Cheney writes the Editor: 


“The other day I was thinking prayer- . 


fully of a very dear friend of forty years’ 
standing, when there came to my lips 


‘her. 
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the refrain of a very familiar old Gos- 
pel hymn, ‘I’m praying for you,’ and I 
sang it with much comfort. But the 
verses of that hymn are a petition for 
an unconverted friend, and mine is a 
saint, so I wrote these three verses for 
Thinking that possibly they may 
help some other friends, who are far 
distant from one another physically, to 
realize their oneness in Christ, the joyous 
reality of it, I venture to forward them 
to you. The verses will themselves sug- 
gest the old hymn and its refrain to peo- 
ple who remember the revival meetings 
of years ago.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 16. Building a Church Program of Recrea- 
tion. 1 Cor. 12:1-14. 





Sunday, July 9 


Recreation for Enrichment 
(Col. 1:9-18; 3:17) 





Mon.—A _ wrestler spiritually rewarded 
(Gen. 32:24-30). 

Tues.—Godliness above bodily exercise 
(1 Tim. 4:8). 

Wed.—Self-control, a Christian requisite 
(1 Cor. 9:24-27). 

Thurs.—Separateness imperative to god- 
liness (2 Cor. 6:14-18). 

Fri.—The fight of faith (1 Tim. 6:11-16). 

Sat.—Jesus, the ‘Example and the Goal 
(Heb. 12:1, 2). 











F YOU have ever had any experience 

with archery, you will know that the 
proper care of a bow requires that, 
when you have finished using it for a 
time, the string must be loosed and the 
bow allowed to unbend. In this way 
it can be kept powerful and responsive 
for the next time you wish to use it. 

Recreation in the best sense of that 
word should do for human beings what 
the loosening of the bowstring and the 
straightening of the bow does for the 
bow. Its greatest function is to renew 
and preserve our efficiency. When it 
fails to do this it is not really recreation. 

4 

In seeking to discover how recreation 
may enrich our lives, let us think of it 
as divided into three types, — that which 
improves and strengthens the body, that 
which cultivates and refreshes the mind, 
and that which restores and renews the 
spirit. A nice balance must be main- 
tained between these three types. 

Man, made in the image of God, is a 
trinity, -—-- body, soul, or mind, and spirit. 
Anything that contributes to one part 
of his nature at the expense of, or by 
impoverishing another, is contrary to 
God’s will. He intends that we should 
glorify him in all parts of our nature. 

On the other hand, we must not over- 
look the fact that God’s Word clearly 
teaches that the spiritual part of our 


nature is the most important. Paul re-- 


minded Timothy, you will remember, 
that “bodily exercise profiteth for a lit- 
tle [time]: but godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the 
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life that now is, and of that which is to 
come” (1 Tim. 4:8). Hence the greatest 
enrichment to be obtained in recreation 
is that which enriches the spirit. 
$e 

Three weeks ago we discussed in our 
young people’s prayer meeting the topic 
of “Learning After School Days Are 
Over.” Doubtless we found then many 
suggestions for mental refreshment and 
enrichment, and many of these forms of 
study may indeed be looked upon as 
recreation. Let us be careful not to 
think of mental recreation as that which 
slows down our mental processes or does 
not require their use. An active use 
of our mental faculties along a differ- 
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ent course from the one we have been 
pursuing may be a very valuable form 
of mental recreation. Music, helpful lec- 
tures, systematic study, and the like, 
when these change our accustomed 
routine, will afford real recreation. One 
young man told not long ago of taking 
up the study of languages as a recreation. 
In doing so he mastered three foreign 
languages and had a lot of real fun do- 
ing it, to say nothing of the mental 
stimulus and enrichment. 
oe 

Few of us need to be reminded of 
the values of physical recreation, and 
yet because physical recreation is so 
well known and so much enjoyed by 
most of us, we all need to be cautioned 
against excesses in this direction. God 
gives most of us, in our youth, strong, 
healthy bodies. He desires us to keep 
them so and not to dissipate their re- 
sources so that the years of middle life 
or old age are mortgaged to pay for the 
excesses of youth. 

Christian young people can learn with 
profit not to overtax their bodies physi- 
cally, in the name of recreation. Self- 
control is part of the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23), and that control 
will show itself in the moderation with 
which we eat, and exercise, as well as 
in our abstinence from more violent 
forms of dissipation such as intoxicants, 
tobacco, and the like. If the summer 
months leave us with our physical en- 
ergy impaired rather than improved by 
physical exercise; then there is some- 
thing wrong. 

God, who has created these threefold 
natures of ours, longs to show us how 
to use them with proper balance, so 
that we may get the greatest enjoyment 
from them, and at the same time may 
render to him the honor and praise and 
service that we owe him as our Creator. 
Have you asked him to direct you in 
your recreation of body, mind, and spirit 
this summer? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Will You Continue to Help 
the Jews? 


HE Friends of Israel Refugee Relief 

Committee, Philadelphia, early this 
year appealed to the Christian public 
for aid to the persecuted Jews and Jew- 
ish Christians of Germany and Europe. 
In response, there was received $8,966.83. 
Of this sum $4,545.25 has been expended 
for Relief of Refugees in Foreign Coun- 
tries. Loans for Relief have been made 
in the sum of $875. To a Student Fund, 
$144. From England was sent $349.75 
for advertising. This amount and $98.36 
in addition were spent in advertising 
the work of the Committee. Two hun- 
dred eighty-three dollars and eighty- 
seven cents has been expended for 
office help, postage, stationery, and print- 
ing, etc., leaving a balance in the treas- 
ury April 29, 1939, of $2,670.60. 

The Committee’s correspondents in 
England and Europe report that thou- 
sands of refugees land in Switzerland, 
France, Sweden, and England and re- 
main there until they sail for South 
America, to the various British colonies, 
or to the United States. 
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These refugees must be kept in hostels, 
housed and fed. In some cases medical 
supplies must be provided. In seven 
cases mothers gave birth to babes under 
the most trying circumstances. The 
Committee would like to maintain a hos- 
tel in England where women and chil- 
dren could be kept until they leave for 
their new homes. Some of these women 
must stay over two weeks in these hos- 
tels. They must be housed, fed, and in 
some cases helped financially. The Phil- 
adelphia Committee would iike to main- 
tain a hostel in England for the care of 
the Jews and Jewish Christians of Eu- 
rope in transit. This would cost about 
$4,000 a month. It is a real problem how 
these persecuted people of Europe are 
to live. Many land in England and other 
lands penniless. One Hebrew Christian 
writes: “My husband, who was a doc- 
tor, was shot. I am living in a cellar 
with my two children, and have no 
strength to raise my body. Please take 
my two:children and be a father to the 
fatherless. If you cannot take them let 
me know, and I shall take them along 
by committing suicide.” 

Your Committee well knows that the 
work is full of tragedy and cruelty and 
oppression and carnage. It knows also 
that America has not borne its share of 
the necessary relief. Dr. James Black, 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, 
has appealed-to America for help in the 
work that England and Scotland are do- 
ing to relieve the terrible distress among 
the Jewish Christians especially. It 
would seem that this relief must continue 
for some time in spite of all the gov- 
ernmental agencies of -the various 
nations are doing. A call for help has 
recently come from Shanghai, where 
three thousand Jews and Jewish Chris- 
tians have landed and are in need. As 
the reports come in from many places 
and from many lands telling of the hun- 
ger and suffering of these who have 
been robbed of all their possessions, we 
think of the words of these who were 
surprised in the day of Judgment that 
they had ministered _unto Christ. Christ 
was telling them that they ministered 
unto him when he was penniless and 
hungry and in prison, and they inter- 
rupted him asking, “When saw we thee 
sick, or in prison?” And he replied, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:39, 40). 

Who knows but that the help offered 
the Jews and Jewish Christians in this 
their hour of greatest need may mean 
the salvation of many souls to faith in 
Christ and a great service to his Church? 
Jewish missionaries report that already 
many Jews have found the Lord as tkeir 
personal Lord and Saviour. The Friends 
of Israel Refugee Relief Committee has 
as members many of the outstanding 
ministers and laymen of America. Drs. 
William E. Biederwolf, G. Allan Fleece, 
Will Houghton, Harry A. Ironside, Albert 
Sidney Johnson, Clarence E. Macartney, 
Mark A. Matthews, Charles G. Trumbull, 
and many more are members of the 
committee and are endorsing this report 
and appeal. This Committee. has no 
ether object than to be of service in 
providing a channel through which the 
gifts of Christians may be forwarded to 
those in distress in Europe. We are 
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working through thoroughly accredited 
agencies, such as foreign missionary so- 
cieties of England and Scotland and 
others, so that every cent of the gifts is 
used for the relief described above ex- 
cept the small expenses of postage, office 
supplies, printing, etc. Your assistance 
is greatly needed. Every gift, no mat- 
ter how small, will be appreciated by 
some soul in agony and need. Send all 
gifts and make checks payable to Allan 
Sutherland, Treasurer, 710 Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
JOSEPH TAYLOR BRITAN, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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The Lost Baby Quail 


By Frances Margaret Fox 





HIS true story begins with Nancy 

and Sally because they were Bob 
White’s friends. He was a bird called 
a quail and he used to go hunting grass- 
hoppers in the wide field the other side 
of the little girls’ summer home. Nancy 
and Sally live at Matunuk on the ocean 
shore of Rhode Island. 

One evening the quail called, “Bob 
White? Bob White?” 

The little girls could not see him be- 
cause he was down in the deep grass; 
but Nancy and Sally answered him. 

Again the quail told them his pet 
name, “Bob White? Bob White?” and the 
little girls answered him. 

This was such fun that the little girls 
and the quail often called aloud like 
that one to another. But Nancy and 
Sally never knew that their friend was 
the father of a big family until some- 
thing happened when they were not at 
home, and their mother told them about 
it afterward. She told me, too. 

She was sitting alone on the porch 
about sunset time when the ocean waves 
and the winds were still. All the auto- 
mobiles were far away and no one was 
walking along the road, not even a squir- 
rel. Suddenly Bob White stepped into 
the road from the side across from 
Nancy’s and Sally’s cottage. Mother saw 
him, and she kept as still as still so 
he wouldn’t see her. 

While she was watching, Bob White 
began walking across the road, and then 
behind him out stepped a baby quail, 
and then another and another, until 
there were eight baby quail crossing the 
road in a straight line behind their 
father. Nancy’s and Sally’s mother 
counted them —1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 7, 8 baby 
quail. Then behind them out stepped 
the mother quail and crossed the road 
at the end of the long procession. 

Mother sat as still as a mouse so the 
birds would not notice her. 

At last the father quail was safely 
across the road and away he went into 
the deep grass with 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
baby quail and the mother quail be- 
hind him, all walking away into the 
grass. 

And then the father quail called “Bob 
White?” because he was so happy. 

But some one the other side of the 
road was not happy. Some one called 
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and called — “Queak! Queak! Queak !” 
It was the last baby quail. 

His mother heard him. She turned 
straight around, and back she walked 
into the road to go after the little lost 
baby. Then one baby quail, 2, 3, 4, 5 
baby quail, 6, 7, 8 baby quail turned 
around, too, and walked in a straight 
line behind their mother. 

“Queak! Queak! Queak!” called the 
lost baby quail. 

“Bob White? Bob White?” answered 
the father quail. So he, too, stepped 
into the road behind the mother and 
the eight babies. 

When they all were safely across the 
road, they turned around and walked 
back again, father quail, and 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, NINE baby quail, with their 
good mother quail trailing after. They 
crossed the road safely, and walked one 
behind another into the deep grass. 

Then “HONK ! HONK!” said an auto- 
mobile as it turned into the driveway, 
happy because it was at home again. 

Out of the automobile stepped Nancy 
and Sally and their father. Of course 
Mother told them the story of the lost 
baby quail. When she had finished, and 
the winds and the ocean waves were 
still, and all the world was lovely in 
the colors of the sunset, Nancy and Sally 
called softly, “Good night, Bob White! 
Good night, Bob White!” 

They listened, and from the deep grass 
came the answer, in tones that sounded 


-exactly like, “Good night, Bob White! 


Good night, Bob White!” 
WasuincrTon, D. C. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 





Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 3 to 9 


* Mon.—1 Kings 11:9-13. Opportunity Withdrawn. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord was 
angry: with Solomon.” The Lord’s wrath 
rises against his self-indulgent, sinning 
people. The eyes of our Lord often flash 
as a flame of fire over the, backslidings of 
favored saints. For unconfessed sins, in- 
dicative of indifference to his mercies, 
God often withdraws providential oppor- 
tunities. Let “no man take thy crown” 
(Rev. 3:11). Many who “run well” in 
their early years finish badly. Pray for 
all missions to lepers. 


Tues.—1 Kings 11:26-31. 
Opportunity Transferred. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat.” When Solomon surren- 
dered to Satan in his temptations the 
“son of Nebat” inherited his opportunity. 
Sinning is costly in your life and mine. 
Honors are forfeited, and transferred. 
In the last day many of us will discover 
that ignored mercies have been lost 
mercies. Beware of Satan. He solicited 
you in youth, and he will harry you in 
later years. Solomon’s failure is a spir- 
itual danger signal in this matter. Pray 
for Mildmay World Evangelization (Lon- 
don). 


Wed.—1 Kings 11:37-40. Opportunity Limited. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If thou wilt 
hearken . . . I will be with thee.” Jero- 
boam missed wonderful opportunities. 
He knew; but he did not do the clear 
will of God. His lower nature triumphed 
over the will to do good, and he fell, and 
dragged the whole nation into sin. Your 
opportunity, under grace, is limited by 
your walking morally and spiritually. 
Opportunity is limited more by yourself 
than by divine providence. Pray for 
Dohnavur Fellowship, India. 


Thurs.—Matthew 25:24-30. 
Opportunity Neglected. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wicked, and 
slothful servant.” The man with the one 
talent satisfied himself with his excuses. 
His philosophy should be a-warning to 
the laggards in the Church of Christ. 
He grumbled at providence; thought of 
God as a hard master; looked at size in- 
stead of quality; and imagined timidity 
was a grace; and doing nothing an honor. 
He lost a glorious, and almost infinite, 
opportunity by neglect. Pray for Vic- 
toria Dock Mission, London. 


Fri.—Luke 14:16-21. Opportunity Despised. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I pray thee have 
me excused.” Opportunities spurned are 
opportunities drifting away. Only God 
can cause the heart to perceive his dis- 
guised mercies. Wondrous openings to 
service and blessings pass quite un- 
noticed. They are disregarded as was 


“the head stone of the corner” by the - 


“builders” in Christ’s day. Make use of 
every chance to render_ self-denying 
Christian service, and you will find that 
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you have seized a golden, God-given op- 
portunity. Pray for East End Mission, 
London. 


Sat.—Luke 19:1-10. Opportunity Appreciated. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He... received 
him joyfully:” The Spirit made Zac- 
cheeus willing to receive Christ. The 
miracle of willingness must be wrought 
in all hearts before there can be sur- 
render to the Lord. The necessity of 
the Spirit’s work in conversion is sadly 
overlooked. “Willing in the day of thy 
power” explains his conversion, our own, 
and that of others. Pray for more of the 
Spirit’s work in the hearts of men. 
Sun.—Ephesians 5:15-21. 

“Redeeming the Time.” 

Prayer SuGGEsSTIOoNsS: “Buying up the 
opportunity” (marg.). Only those who 
are filled with the Spirit see and make 
use of the God-given opportunity. These 
openings for service have their price; but 
only under the influence of the Holy 
Ghost will your heart be willing to pay 
the price of the golden advantage. Pray 
for Dr. Barnardo’s Homes for Children, 
England. 
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Five Bible Study Books 
Offered to You 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to entitions asked of our readers it is estimated that — 


Only half of our Sunday school workers own 
a concordance. 
How can the other half find an unfamiliar verse? 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible dic- 
tionary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What an- 
swers can the others give to many Bible questions? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible 
text book. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This 
book saves hours of time, and gives you hundreds of 
references on a wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the 
Scofield Reference Bible. (King James Version, 
with Dr. Scofield’s extraordinary helps and chain refer- 
ences.) This edition of the Bible will increase the 
efficiency of every teacher. Included with this is a 
copy of “A Year’s Bible Course.” ~ 





How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books 
' listed below, in return for only 25 new Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to the TimEs, at 
25 cents each. These books have been offered individually by us before, and if obtained separately 
they would require 32 Ten Weeks subscriptions, but in this combination offer we are giving them 
in return for only 25 trial subscriptions. 


Cruden’s Concordance The Scofield Reference Bible 
_A Year’s Bible Course Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
The Bible Text Book 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every 


Christian worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their 
fellow workers. 


This plan is very simple: We will send you 25 copies of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Hand 
these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell them what you are working for, and ask 
each of them to help by giving you 25 cents for a Ten Weeks subscription. As soon as you 
get the full number (25), send the names and addresses of the new Ten Weeks subscribers with 
a remittance of $6.25. (If purchased at the retail prices these books would cost $8.25.) When 
we receive your list of names and addresses, with remittance, we will enter the subscriptions 
on our mailing list, and will send the five books to your address, postage prepaid. PLEASE BE 
SURE TO SEND ALL 25 SUBSCRIPTIONS IN AT ONE TIME, AND NOT IN SEVERAL SMALLER GROUPS. ¢ 


A postal card telling us where and when to send the 25 sample copies of THz SunpDay SCHOOL TIMES 
to you will bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together 
with full information about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars 


about the Times, for distribution among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. 
Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 
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